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In this issue
        By AugusT sTeigmeyeR
News Editor
The Bookstore in a New Century
As the ’90s drew to a close, dis-
sent arose over the management and 
atmosphere of the Bookstore. A 1998 
letter to the editor published in The 
Kenyon Collegian by alumnus J.H. st. 
John ’89 said the Bookstore is “quickly 
losing its place as the social center of 
campus.”
 For many people, the end of Jack 
Finefrock’s term as manager in 2006 
led to a decline in quality, according 
to Professor emeritus of Psychology 
Charles Rice, who observed more 
than 50 years of Bookstore changes. 
The day that the Bookstore changed 
for the worse was “the day Jack Fine-
frock was told he wasn’t the manager 
anymore,” Rice said. 
in trying to recoup the glory days 
of the Bookstore, “the College is try-
ing to be a grown-up in a field where 
you need to be a kid,” Finefrock said. 
“it needs to be 
the other face of 
Kenyon and not 
the same face of 
Kenyon. Kenyon 
has always been a 
strong school aca-
demically, but we 
needed to show 
the fun side of Kenyon. if something’s 
important, you ought to be able to 
joke about it and have a little fun with 
it. Liveliness is as important as status.”
“i think the high point of the 
Bookstore was within a year of Jack’s 
arrival and i think it lasted until his 
resignation,” said Professor emeritus 
of english Perry Lentz, who selected 
Finefrock for the job and observed 
his entire career. “The Bookstore was 
always Jack’s; it was his creation. it has 
been impossible to reconstitute it as 
it was.”
Nugent said there was “quite a 
bit” of complaining about the state 
of the Bookstore a few years ago, but 
that dissent has faded. “For one thing, 
student generations change and they 
become accustomed to a different 
bookstore,” she said. “For another, 
i think there has been genuine im-
provement in a number of ways. The 
quality of merchandise that’s carried 
over there is a lot better than it used 
to be.”
 “The needs of the store and the 
needs of the College were aligned; 
everybody wanted the same thing,” 
Finefrock said of his term as manager. 
“Nobody understood why it worked, 
so unfortunately they started tinker-
ing with something that was sort of 
delicate.”
Now, “they’re caught between 
doing what the College needs and this 
romantic idea of 
what the store 
was,” Finefrock 
said. “But even 
when the store 
was, nobody 
understood it.” 
“Jack [Fine-
frock] arrived 
at a particular hour in the country’s 
cultural history,” Lentz said. “This was 
before Barnes & Noble, it was way 
before Amazon … and i’m persuaded 
that now, even Jack couldn’t reconsti-
tute what he first gave us.” 
A long-time observer of the 
Bookstore said it has now reverted 
back to what is was before 1982 — a 
decent, comfortable, but ordinary 
bookstore. And as more student 
generations graduate, memories of the 
old store have begun to disappear. 
samantha Kettering ’12 said she 
rarely uses the store for more than a 
quick stop to buy something and has 
not heard of students using the space 
as a relaxation or hangout spot. “i 
don’t have much to complain about 
the store: there’s a nice atmosphere 
here, but i don’t come much,” she said.
“it’s a better environment for 
studying than the library,” margaret 
Jaris ’13 said. “i come in mostly to 
study. it has an inviting atmosphere.” 
Jaris said she only sometimes makes 
purchases.
The Search for a New Manager
Chief Business Officer mark 
Kohlman, coordinator of the new 
manager search, said the committee 
is looking to “identify somebody 
that has a strong background in 
retail management, preferably in a 
bookstore.  We feel that we need to 
have somebody with those skills, but 
also we want to find someone that has 
some vision for what the store could 
be based on what it’s been in the past,” 
Kohlman said.   
Applications have begun to 
arrive. “given the economy, [the com-
mittee is] getting [applicants] who 
have no retail experience, people who 
have retail clothing experience, which 
is all valid experience,” Kohlman said. 
“Now we’ve got several applications 
from people who have been running 
bookstores.” 
According to Kohlman, lack of 
prior bookstore experience will not 
The Legacy of the Kenyon Bookstore
Kenyon received a ‘C’ overall, a 
decrease from a ‘B-minus’ last year, on 
the 2009 College sustainability Report 
Card, an initiative of the sustainable 
endowments institute (sei), a non-
profit organization founded in 2005 
to engage “in research 
and education to ad-
vance sustainability in 
campus operations and 
endowment practices,” 
according to its Web 
site. The survey results 
were released Oct. 7, and 
a New York Times article 
published the same day 
stated that, “Times may 
be tough, but colleges 
are not abandoning their 
efforts to be green,” not-
ing that 56 percent of 
the colleges evaluated 
earned higher grades 
than in previous years, 
whereas only 13 percent 
– including Kenyon – 
earned lower grades. 
Defining 
Sustainability 
T h e  C o l l e g e 
sustainability Report 
Card, also known as the 
green Report Card, is 
comprised of four sur-
veys – on campus op-
erations, dining services, 
endowment investment 
practices and student 
activities – that cover 
nine equally-weighted 
categories including a to-
tal of 48 indicators. Ac-
cording to its Web site, 
“sustainability means 
meeting the needs of the 
present without com-
promising the ability of future genera-
tions to meet their own needs.” But what 
does sustainability mean at Kenyon? 
President s. georgia Nugent 
defined sustainability in three ways 
– environmentally, economically and 
ethically. 
environmental Campus Orga-
nization (eCO) Coordinator Abby 
By sARAH QueLLeR
Editor-in-Chief
Kenyon earns ‘C’ 
on sustainability
see bookstore, page 2
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“They need to find 
an exceptional per-
son and treat them 
right.”
- Jack Finefrock
Part II: End  of An Era, Uncertain Future (1998-Present)
Wardell ’10  emphasized the breadth of 
sustainability. she said eCO is “focused 
on student mobilization and the power 
of what students can do” and said that 
environmental-consciousness includes 
“connecting the mentality of supporting 
the environment with everyday actions 
and behaviors.” 
Associate Professor of Chemistry 
scott Cummings, an 
active discussant in 
Kenyon’s sustainabil-
ity conversation and 
eCO advisor, how-
ever, said he prefers 
to “keep the topic of 
sustainability focused 
on the consumption of 
finite resources and the 
waste we generate.” 
Why is Sustainabil-
ity important? 
Though some of 
the survey’s measures 
or grades may be dis-
puted, the overall con-
sensus is that sustain-
ability is a high priority 
for the College.  
“Organizations 
that are not sustainable 
do not survive,” Cum-
mings said, noting that 
it is “not a given that 
Kenyon will last an-
other 200 years.” 
Chief Business 
Officer mark Kohl-
man said that, from 
a fiscal standpoint, 
sustainability projects 
provide the College 
with opportunities 
to save costs, notably 
through exchanging 
low-efficient light 
bulbs for high-effi-
ciency bulbs, reducing 
waste through com-
posting and recycling and converting oil 
from Peirce Hall into biodiesel fuel.  
“We don’t do any project without 
considering the impact of that project,” 
Kohlman said. “The buildings that are 
built are intended to be around for 100 
years, so we want to from the start make 
them as efficient as possible.” 
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Bookstore: Administration and the Internet Age Weigh Heavily on Bookstore 
After Finefrock’s Departure, the Bookstore Faces Several Years of Managerial Turnover
exclude a candidate from the search 
process. Viable candidates will need 
to have some experience managing 
in a retail environment and should 
be able to deal with personnel issues 
in employee management. “If you’ve 
never been the supervisor of ten or 
12 people, it will be hard to over-
come that,” he said. “What we don’t 
want to be is the learning ground for 
someone.” 
Finefrock said the new 
management should “do anything 
that’s inexpensive and fun. They 
should try a bunch of stuff and not 
worry. It’s the manager’s job to find 
what people want and do it, then 
try to break even or make a little bit 
of money. You don’t have to have 
any ideas if you just listen to your 
customers.” 
Nugent said she wants the new 
Bookstore manager to develop a 
“robust advisory crew that would 
involve students and faculty and 
community members so … there’s an 
opportunity for input.” 
The committee will meet this 
week to review the applications that 
have come in and will conduct inter-
views in the last week of October or 
the first week of November. “If we 
can select three or four strong people 
to interview, we will,” Kohlman 
said. A final candidate will probably 
be selected one or two weeks later. 
Kohlman said his goal is to have a 
new manager before students return 
from Winter Break in mid-January. 
“They need to find an excep-
tional person and treat them right,” 
Finefrock said.
The Future of the Bookstore
The Bookstore now faces the 
prospect of a new manager and 
the complications of the Internet 
era. The future of the store and 
what forms it will take are unclear 
to many members of the Kenyon 
community.
Rice, who has watched the Book-
store change over nearly half a century, 
said the image and atmosphere of 
the store will be dependent on the 
administration’s ideas for its purpose.
“There have been various ideas 
of ways to improve the layout of the 
Bookstore, and many times there’s the 
issue of cost in doing a major overhaul 
of the Bookstore,” Nugent said. “I 
think that will be 
dependent on the 
new manager. If 
they have an idea 
that they think will 
really improve the 
Bookstore, then I 
think we’ll look at 
that. 
“On the one hand, it’s hard to 
imagine that you couldn’t improve 
something, but on the other hand, 
there has been a lot of change to the 
store over the last few years. We’ll have 
to see how the new manager feels,” she 
said.
The College spent two and a 
half years evaluating the Bookstore 
and asking the opinions of the greater 
Gambier community, according to 
Kohlman. The College brought in a 
consultant for a year to work with store 
design and layout issues. “All of those 
things that we have gone through over 
the past two and a half years haven’t 
been discarded,” Kohlman said. “We 
are slowly moving forward with mak-
ing some adjustments on how the store 
looks and the interior of the store … 
and trying to have the store be … a 
destination spot for Gambier. 
“We want people to say, ‘Oh, 
the Kenyon College Bookstore — I 
want to go to that place,’” Kohlman 
said. “It’s not going to happen if all we 
do is sell sweatshirts, but we have to 
keep in mind that we have to sell the 
sweatshirts.”  
 “If it’s like the store at home then 
there’s no reason to have one,” former 
manager Jack Finefrock said. “Anyone 
can do the corporate cookie-cutter 
From page 1 thing. Gambier is too small of an environment for that. You have to do 
something different to attract people 
from other places and get money in 
the summer when the students aren’t 
here.” 
Nugent said she would like to 
see a new manager create a team of 
student employees for the Bookstore, 
similar to the small group of Kenyon 
Review Associates. “It could be a very 
interesting, fun 
thing to work at 
the Bookstore,” 
she said. “I think 
that would be 
a great way for 
students to learn 
something and 
for the Bookstore 
to be integrated into the whole college 
community.” 
 
An Independent Store?
One approach to bookstore 
renovation the College considered 
in the past is selling the store to a 
corporate entity. Nugent said the 
College considered selling the store to 
Barnes & Noble during the manager 
search three years ago. The College 
considered the option in part due to 
a small pool of qualified candidates 
in the manager search. “We had not 
developed a good pool of candidates,” 
she said. “We thought this would be 
a great opportunity.” An increasing 
online market for books led the search 
committee to wonder if a regular 
bookstore could survive anymore 
without the help of a major chain like 
Barnes & Noble, according to Nugent.
“We wanted to remain an 
independent bookstore, but we really 
couldn’t see a good candidate, and it 
sounds like this is going to be a good 
deal. [Barnes & Noble] said they were 
going to devote tens of thousands of 
dollars to renovating the Bookstore,” 
Nugent said.
The College entered discus-
sions with two major vendors, Barnes 
& Noble and Follets, a group that 
specializes in college bookstores. 
The companies provided proposals 
describing how they would manage 
the store. “We were actually right on 
the verge of accepting the Barnes & 
Noble proposal in part because we 
had met with other bookstore manag-
ers who [worked at Barnes & Noble] 
and we were impressed with them; 
they were really book people; they 
cared about the College.”
Barnes & Noble assured the 
College that the Bookstore would 
keep the hours it had and current em-
ployees would remain on staff. At the 
last minute, however, the company 
changed its offer substantially, accord-
ing to Nugent. “We felt that really 
betrayed our confidence, that there 
had been a bait and switch operation,” 
she said. “So I think it’s unlikely that 
we would pursue that effort again.” 
“They can give it to Barnes & 
Noble, but I don’t know if they’d be 
interested in it because the Barnes & 
Noble concept is based on a profit 
margin and I think a college with this 
many students and faculty … is not 
going to meet the criteria,” Rice said.
“So we continue to try and 
remain an independent college book-
store, but a lot will depend on getting 
the right manager,” Nugent said.
“To me, it’s more useful as an 
academic community center than a 
bookstore,” Finefrock said. “I think 
what they need to do is move less 
in the direction of 7-Eleven and 
more in the direction of Seminary 
Students Co-op in Chicago,” a group 
of independently- owned bookstores 
in the Hyde Park neighborhood. “It 
depends on how academic Kenyon 
is or wants to appear to be and how 
much they just want to meet students’ 
needs.” 
“I’m assuming, from the his-
tory of the Bookstore, that they’re 
looking for someone who can make 
it principally a bookstore,” said Perry 
Lentz, who served on the previous 
two search committees.  “To me, the 
written word is taken more seriously 
at this college than at any other college 
institution. I think one of the things 
students love to do is look at books, 
pick them up, turn them over, maybe 
buy them … and then look forward 
to the next break when they can read 
them.”
“I think that what is not well un-
derstood is [whether] the Bookstore 
is consistently losing money,” Nugent 
said. The Bookstore is part of the 
overall college operations, so whatever 
is being lost in the store is funding 
that is taken away from faculty salaries 
or scholarships or other things that 
could be devoted to other areas of the 
academic program, according to Nu-
gent. “If it’s being drained away from 
the Bookstore, that’s not good for 
anybody. There are some people who 
don’t want to think of the Bookstore 
as a commercial enterprise at all and 
that’s okay, you can think that, but it 
does mean that you are literally taking 
away resources from the educational 
mission. It’s that simple.”
Finefrock said the key to a suc-
cessful store is creating a place that is 
untraditional. “You make almost no 
money on the over-priced textbooks, 
but on the little toy boats which cost 
$3.00, the margin is fantastic,” he said. 
“The fun and the creativity and the 
excitement — that’s what makes for 
good stores. When you get serious and 
try to make money and you try and 
make employees work very hard, that’s 
not a very good bookstore.
“Kenyon will be here 200 years 
from now,” he said. “Kenyon will be 
even better 200 years from now. Ken-
yon will be richer 200 years from now. 
But will it have a bookstore?”
—Archival materials provided by 
Greenslade Special Collections and 
Archives. 
—Additional reporting by Luis Ro-
driguez-Rincon.
“If  it’s like the store 
at home then there’s 
no reason to have 
one.”
- Jack Finefrock
The “Castle” in the mid-’80s. GreeNSlAde SpeCIAl ColleCtIoNS ANd ArChIveS
An lp display in the 1980s. GreeNSlAde  SpeCIAl ColleCtIoNS ANd ArChIveS
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Josh Stiles ’12, who was hos-
pitalized after a Sep. 6 accident, 
(“Student Injured in Car Accident 
Remains in Intensive Care Unit,” 
Sep. 10, 09) was discharged from 
University Hospital in Michigan 
on Wednesday, Oct. 14, and has 
returned home to Ann Arbor, MI. 
“He is improving all the time 
and certainly is thinking about 
coming back to Kenyon,” Dean of 
Students Hank Toutain said. “It will 
depend on the speed of his recovery 
and recuperation. He is currently 
able to bear weight on one leg. … 
Things are going really, really well 
for him.”
Toutain said Stiles’ long-term 
memory appears to be excellent and 
At 7:27 a.m. on Sunday, Oct. 
11, a fire started in Lewis Hall when 
clothing placed on wires in a student’s 
room ignited. The student was away for 
Reading Days.
 Dean of Students Hank Toutain 
said the laundry, which caught fire and 
smoldered for a while, created “quite a 
bit of smoke and some heat.”
The fire set off fire alarms in the 
building. Campus Safety officers re-
sponded to the alarm and found the sec-
ond floor east hallway filled with smoke. 
The College Township and Mount 
Vernon Fire Departments responded 
and the building was evacuated. 
“Everybody was terrific,” Toutain 
said. “The students were extremely 
cooperative. Both the fire departments 
were quickly responsive. The commu-
nity advisor staff was outstanding. So 
his short-term memory is improv-
ing. He is also having conversations 
with people at Kenyon.” 
“It will be a matter of his rehab 
and how that progresses and how 
long it takes,” President S. Georgia 
Nugent said. “His mom has already 
written and said he plans to come 
back, but we don’t know when. 
His sister said he came home and 
was able to play cards with his dad 
— unbelievable.” 
Nugent attributes the fast re-
covery to Stiles’ physical condition 
before the accident. “I think some 
of it must have been youth and be-
ing an athlete; he’s in great shape,” 
she said.
-August Steigmeyer
everything worked really well.” 
Students in the east hallway were 
not evacuated due to the abundance 
of smoke, according to a Campus 
Safety report of the incident. The Fire 
Departments extinguished the fire 
upon arrival.
“This is an accidental cause,” 
Toutain said. “There will be no dis-
ciplinary actions for the students 
involved.” 
The room’s occupant and a stu-
dent living nearby who is allergic to 
smoke have been temporarily relo-
cated.
“The bad part is I think this was a 
very poor conclusion to Safety Week,” 
President S. Georgia Nugent said. “I 
hope we can figure out a way for this 
to be a teachable moment.”
-August Steigmeyer
News Briefs
Fire in Lewis Hall 
Josh Stiles Returns Home 
“[Sustainability is] something we 
talk about every time we do something,” 
Vice President for Finance Joseph Nelson 
said. 
“Energy efficiency is the cheap-
est and most effective way to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions,” said Trustee 
Joseph E. Lipscomb ’87 of Arborview 
Capital LLC, a firm that invests in clean 
energy companies. Sustainability “also 
has a clear economic payback for the 
school,” he said. 
Cummings added that sustainable 
organizations draw the best students and 
employees, and he said higher education 
should be the vanguard of sustainability. 
“We should be environmental stewards, 
not environmental destroyers,” he said. 
“It’s an important goal in every 
possible way,” Advisor to the President 
Jesse Matz said. “It’s important to the 
environment; it’s important ethically. It’s 
an important pedagogical enterprise and 
… people are realizing that sustainability’s 
also good business.” Matz said. Sustain-
ability “will very soon become a manifest 
institutional priority … in ways that 
we have not been able to make it one 
before.” 
“It’s time to say that this is just 
wasteful,” Cummings said. “We have to 
start solving these problems.”  
Weighing In On Kenyon’s Grade
 
Nugent said she thought Kenyon’s 
overall grade of a ‘C’ was inaccurate 
and she questioned the validity of the 
survey. “This report card just grew up in 
the last couple of years, essentially out 
of nowhere,” she said. “So, there’s some 
organization that took it upon itself to 
begin grading people on sustainability.” 
One explanation for Kenyon’s 
grade decrease is that the Sustainable 
Endowments Initiative changed its 
survey from the previous year. “It bears 
no resemblance to the survey of last 
year,” said Matz, who said this is only the 
second year Kenyon has been included 
in the survey. “We need to do more to 
enhance sustainability at Kenyon, but I 
don’t think that grade really accurately 
reflects what we are doing,” he said.
Dean of Admissions and Financial 
Aid Jennifer Delahunty said Kenyon’s 
grade did not “seem fair considering we 
have shareholders on our Board who 
work exclusively in green energy.” 
“They actually lowered our grade 
from last year, when in fact we’ve been 
doing more and more over the past 
year,” Nugent said. “I don’t think that it’s 
a meaningful reflection of what we’re 
doing, and I think it’s a shame that they 
put this alleged data out there that doesn’t 
really have much of a basis.” 
Lipscomb said the College’s grade 
decrease reflects the “inherent subjec-
tivity” of the evaluation model and 
Matz added that “grading people on 
sustainability is not going to produce an 
accurate result.” 
People Encouraging Agrarian Sus-
tainability (PEAS) Co-President Beth 
Lowry ’12, however, said she believed a 
‘C’ was appropriate. “Between 80 and 90 
percent of the energy we use on campus 
comes from coal, a massive environ-
mental burden,” she said. “Our recycling 
program needs some fine-tuning … and 
we are still looking for ways to serve local 
foods in Peirce through the winter.” 
Administration 
The first major category of the 
survey, administration, measures sustain-
ability policies to determine whether or 
not colleges have advisory councils on 
sustainability, sustainability staff and a 
sustainability office, departments and 
Web sites. Kenyon earned a ‘B’. 
“I sense a very strong degree of 
interest and really a desire to make Ken-
yon more sustainable,” Cummings said 
of Kenyon’s administration but added 
that the desire “hasn’t translated much 
into action.” 
“As individuals, they’re always very 
receptive,” Wardell said of the administra-
tion. “As a policy-making body of power, 
they’re not very.”  
Wardell said the College desper-
ately needs a designated sustainability 
coordinator and that ECO has had to 
shoulder “a lot of things that should be 
the responsibility of the administration.” 
She said one of ECO’s goals this year is 
increasing effective communication with 
the administration. At the last Board of 
Trustees meeting she gave a presentation 
on sustainability. 
Last year, Allison Burket ’09 of 
ECO proposed the idea of creating 
what is now the Kenyon Sustainability 
Council, a group that gathers about once 
a month for sustainability leaders to 
“come together for advice and support 
and consultation,” according to Matz. 
Kohlman, who sits on the council, 
said he sees it as “a group that can help 
guide some of the efforts that we make 
here at Kenyon.” 
Along with administrators from 
across the College’s departments and 
offices, Lowry and Wardell sit on the 
council as student representatives. 
“Students are, probably nationally, 
the most effective drivers when it comes 
to sustainability efforts, and really it’s 
their enthusiasm and energy that makes 
a lot of this stuff happen,” Matz said.  
“I believe that the Council is still 
gaining its footing,” Lowry said. “It has 
potential to implement changes to make 
Kenyon more environmentally-friendly, 
but to make real progress requires tedious 
orchestration and a huge amount of 
funding.” 
Climate Change and Energy 
This category, on which Kenyon 
received a ‘D’, measures whether or not 
colleges complete inventories on their 
greenhouse gas emissions and commit to 
reducing them, and whether or not they 
use energy-efficient technology.
The trend is for Kenyon to use 
more and more energy every year, ac-
cording to Cummings, thus “digging a 
deeper and deeper hole that we’ll have 
to get out of.” 
Cummings said he has been ad-
vocating for Kenyon to track its energy 
use — including its use of electricity, 
natural gas and gasoline — to calculate 
its carbon footprint or carbon inventory. 
He suggested that the College “start 
tracking energy use in as detailed a way 
as possible.” 
Matz said assessing the College’s 
carbon footprint is a “high priority” 
but that there is no precise timetable 
for when the College will be ready to 
thoroughly calculate its footprint or 
make formal reduction goals. He said 
the process is “complicated by the fact 
that our building stock is so various and 
often so old.” 
Food & Recycling 
According to the Report Card’s 
methodology, “geographic location and 
seasonal availability are taken into con-
sideration” in this measure, which defines 
“local” as within 150 miles of campus.  
Nugent said Kenyon’s grade of a 
‘B’ “is a mystery to me,” considering that 
“we’re nationally recognized for the Food 
for Thought program,” and that Kenyon 
has a composting program and purchases 
food from local farms. According to its 
Web site, Food for Thought is “an initia-
tive to build a sustainable local market 
for foods produced in and around Knox 
County, Ohio” and is directed by the 
College’s Rural Life Center. 
“The grade didn’t really reflect 
Kenyon’s leadership in the field of local 
food,” according to Matz, who said he 
would have given Kenyon an ‘A’ in this 
category. 
Lowry said a ‘B’ indicated that “we 
still have a ways to go,” but Cummings 
said student efforts in the local food 
movement have been “really profound” 
and serve as an example of successfully 
converting interest into outcome. 
Although according to Cummings, 
“Kenyon’s local foods systems is probably 
one of the finest in the nation,” he said 
the College has a “very weak recycling 
program.” He said Kenyon should 
have earned an ‘A’ in food and a ‘D’ in 
recycling. “We recycle very little here,” 
he said. 
According to Kohlman, how-
ever, Kenyon has two staffs dedicated 
to separating recycled materials that 
operate five days per week. “We recycle 
everything from leaves that fall off trees 
so that they don’t go into the landfill to 
plastic bottles, paper, cardboard … and 
then food waste,” said Kohlman, who 
also noted Peirce’s compost operation, 
which he said makes up 15 percent or 
less of Kenyon’s total recycling. 
“We’ve done recycling longer than 
anybody I know, or as long as anybody 
I know,” Nelson said. “In terms of recy-
cling, I’d give us an ‘A’ on that, and not 
anything less than that. That’s been an 
important priority for a long time.” 
Wardell, however, said that a proj-
ect to install outdoor recycling bins was 
left half-completed due to depleted 
funding. “Nobody has even been quite 
sure whose responsibility it is because it 
becomes this vague project that floats 
around and never happens,” she said. 
Green Building 
The survey’s Green Building catego-
ry measures if colleges have committed to 
using green building criteria in construc-
tion and renovations, and specifically 
designates points for LEED-certification, 
a label issued by the U.S. Green Building 
Council that stands for Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design. 
The Report Card gave Kenyon got 
another ‘D’ and noted that “The college 
has one LEED-certified building.”
According to Nelson, Kenyon 
recently drilled approximately 50 geo-
thermal wells for the new art history 
building, and Kohlman said the College 
is now beginning to look at older build-
ings to determine “what can be done 
reasonably and what impact will it have 
on the campus.” 
The art buildings currently under 
construction will be LEED-certified; 
Nelson said “time will tell” whether or 
not LEED-certification is a worthwhile 
investment. “We wouldn’t have done 
anything if our expectations weren’t on 
the positive side of the transaction … but 
the fact is it’s all reasonably new,” he said. 
From page 1
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Cummings warned against “gre-
enwashing” and said that there is a 
“danger in the sustainability movement 
to focus on superficial aspects.” He said 
LEED-certification is very important, 
but cautioned that “a name on a building 
doesn’t necessarily make you a sustainable 
campus … [It] needs to be part of a bigger 
picture of sustainability.” 
According to Nelson, the College 
“will eventually evaluate all of the facilities 
on campus,” but that new buildings pres-
ent the “greatest immediate opportunity” 
for LEED-certification. 
Student Involvement 
The report card specifically men-
tioned ECO and PEAS in its evaluation 
of student involvement, which it graded 
with a ‘B’. 
Matz said the ‘B’ on student involve-
ment was the most disappointing grade on 
the report card because “our students are 
as engaged as students should be and they 
do wonderful work for 
sustainability.” He said 
he would have given 
Kenyon an ‘A-plus’ on 
this measure. 
Cummings ac-
knowledged that he 
has seen a substantial 
growth in student 
awareness in recent 
years, and that students 
now come to Kenyon 
with a specific desire to 
become involved in its sustainability ef-
forts. He, too, said he was “disappointed” 
with Kenyon’s grade on this measure.
Delahunty said many first years have 
indicated their love of getting “down in 
the dirt,” growing food, working in com-
munity gardens and other environmental 
projects. 
Student interest is very high, but 
the “challenge is turning that interest 
into action,” according to Cummings. 
“Kenyon students are the fuel and we 
need to provide an engine to put that fuel 
to work, and that engine is going to be the 
College,” he said. 
Wardell, too, emphasized the dif-
ficulty of “turning theory into practice, 
all-stus into conversations.” 
Transportation 
The Report Card dealt Kenyon a 
‘D’ on transportation, despite stating that 
“Kenyon is a walking campus and many 
faculty and staff walk to work.” 
Nugent questioned Kenyon’s grade, 
blaming it on the fact that Kenyon lacks a 
“fleet of hybrid vehicles.” 
“We have a tiny little fleet of vehicles 
and people walk most of where they go,” 
Kohlman said, comparing Kenyon to 
“giant state universities who have fleets 
of thousands of vehicles” but which 
“may have 25 hybrid cars, and we have 
one hybrid so we get a ‘D.’” Kohlman 
suggesting taking this grade “within a 
certain context.” 
Endowment Transparency 
Kenyon received a ‘C’ in endow-
ment transparency, which evaluates 
investment holdings, proxy voting and 
accessibility. 
Kenyon did not fill out the survey 
on its endowment, and thus the SEI 
was forced to gather publicly-available 
information for the last three catego-
ries, according to Matz and the Report 
Card’s Web site. “We tend not to like to 
participate in rankings and ratings that 
really don’t have to do with our priorities 
and tend not to have much to do with the 
specific institutions that they’re investigat-
ing,” Matz said, “but this is an instance 
in which you’d be rated no matter what 
you did.” 
Nelson said a ‘C’ in endowment 
transparency was baffling. “Every time we 
have been asked to disclose our portfolio 
to any source, we have,” he said. “I don’t 
understand where we have not been 
transparent. I don’t have it taped to my 
door, but our holdings, at least in some 
form, are in our audits every year.” 
Matz said the SEI’s main interest 
is in endowments, and thus “it doesn’t 
seem to me that the whole enterprise 
really makes sense because they have all 
sorts of theories 
about how in-
vesting should 
work that don’t 
necessarily line 
up with ours 
and it doesn’t 
just have to do 
with whether or 
not you support 
environmental 
sustainability.” 
Investment Priorities 
“The college aims to optimize 
investment return and is exploring, but 
not currently invested in, renewable en-
ergy funds or similar investment vehicles,” 
the Report Card said of Kenyon, which 
earned a ‘B’ on this measure. 
“Right now, with what’s happened 
in the financial markets, we’re not making 
commitments to any illiquid assets right 
now, and that tends to be where these 
emerging technologies are,” Nelson said. 
“So, we get a ‘B’ for being aware.” 
Shareholder Engagement 
On shareholder engagement, Ken-
yon earned its sole ‘F’, which Delahunty 
described as “a particularly harsh grade.”  
According to the Report Card Web 
site, the category “examines how col-
leges conduct shareholder proxy voting” 
because “colleges have an opportunity 
to actively consider and vote on climate 
change and other sustainability-related 
shareholder resolutions.” 
“I understand the point on share-
holder engagement but I just don’t agree 
with it,” Nelson said, citing Kenyon’s 
limited endowment, staff and time as 
reasons against instituting a proxy vote. 
“I think that’s kind of unfair to cluster all 
endowments of all sizes into one single 
category,” Nelson said. 
Are These Proper Measures? 
“The factors themselves don’t seem 
to be too bad,” Nugent said. “The question 
is how do they consider those?” 
Wardell said the indicators were ap-
propriate measurements of sustainability, 
but that she wished they were “able to 
provide a more complex picture of how 
those categories intersect.” 
“I wouldn’t put too much credence 
in rating systems,” Lipscomb said. “Many 
are based on highly subjective criteria of 
debatable veracity.” 
Lipscomb emphasized that “ratings 
systems don’t differentiate between ac-
tions and words.” 
Kohlman said it “seems fairly arbi-
trary” to include the fiscal factors, and 
Nelson and Cummings also suggested 
eliminating these from the report card. 
“We’re concerned with operating 
Kenyon College first and foremost,” 
Nelson said. “That’s number one, and to 
the extent that our finances can help us 
achieve sustainability here on campus, 
which is the area that we have full influ-
ence over, that’s great, but outside of that 
operating of Kenyon College, I think it’s 
largely irrelevant.” 
Matz said the fiscal categories 
should be separate from the sustainability 
measures. “What companies you invest 
in is different from what your students 
are doing on campus by way of learning 
about the environment or participating 
in environmental activism,” he said. 
According to the SEI, endowment 
investment decisions are related to sus-
tainability because they “are an expres-
sion of universities’ financial values and 
priorities.” 
 Planning Phase 
“We’re still in the study phase of 
sustainability and not in the action plan 
stage, and certainly not in the implemen-
tation of an action plan stage,” Nelson 
said. “I think we’re only right now trying 
to determine where our opportunities 
are and what might it cost to bring those 
opportunities to fruition.” 
“Everybody’s in a fact-finding stage 
when it comes to sustainability because 
the holy grail is alternative energy and 
there’s still much more work to be done 
there,” Matz said. 
Comparing Kenyon To Its Peers 
Many of Kenyon’s academic peer in-
stitutions — including Carleton College, 
Dickinson College, Macalester College, 
Middlebury College and Oberlin Col-
lege — were among the highest-ranked 
colleges on the Green Report Card, 
which calls attention to Kenyon’s lagging 
efforts.  
“I’ll admit that some of our peer 
institutions got into [sustainability] 
more quickly than we did, but you learn 
from them and I think we are somewhat 
prepared to be more aggressive ourselves 
now,” Nugent said. 
Delahunty said prospective students 
evaluate sustainability when choosing 
a college. 
“Students know what questions to 
ask and they’re asking them,” Cummings 
said. “The comparisons are becoming 
more and more obvious. We are falling 
out of our peer group. Period.” 
Nugent noted Oberlin’s “very ag-
gressive” sustainability efforts, specifically 
in heating its dormitories, and Nelson 
brought up Carleton College’s wind tur-
bine. He said Kenyon looked into a wind 
turbine but was told that this region of 
Ohio does not have enough wind. “Car-
leton has an opportunity, by geographic 
location, that we don’t have,” he said.  
Lipscomb, however, said he was 
not willing to accept the premise that 
Kenyon’s peer institutions were more 
sustainable. “I don’t think there’s much 
tangible evidence … that those other 
schools are more green than Kenyon is,” 
he said. “I’m familiar with what some of 
those schools are doing, and it’s just not 
that different from what we’re doing.” 
“Seeing that Oberlin received [an ‘A-
minus’] on the sustainability report card 
was rather a shock because it highlights 
the sustainability efforts that are possible 
within Ohio that Kenyon has continued 
to fall short on,” Lowry said.  
Cummings also said “other tier-one 
liberal arts colleges are making major com-
mitments and we’re still kind of figuring 
things out, and that’s why we need to 
step it up.” 
Kenyon’s grade on the Report Card 
“hopefully might serve as a wakeup call 
that compared with our peer institutions 
we are very much behind,” Wardell said. 
Nelson said many of these colleges, 
though educational peers, are “certainly 
not financial peers. A lot of them have 
a lot larger endowments than we do.” 
According to the SEI Web site, Kenyon’s 
endowment was $189 million as of June 
30, 2008. 
“The main thing Kenyon should do 
is have a lot more money,” said Matz of 
leveling the playing field. “You do tend to 
notice a correlation between high grades 
and rich schools. We really don’t have 
money to spare on the kind of high-profile 
projects that some of these schools have 
pursued.” 
According to the SEI’s methodol-
ogy, the survey took into account the 
size of colleges’ endowments “to ensure 
that we do not unfairly treat schools with 
relatively small endowments,” but Nelson 
said having a small endowment “limits 
you, period.”
“You have to pick and choose your 
priorities, which we as a staff and Kenyon’s 
board try very hard to get right every 
year,” he said.  
Matz said the College’s endowment 
limits its sustainability efforts “exten-
sively,” but schools such as Dickinson 
College have “done things with a smaller 
endowment that are remarkable.” 
Moving Forward 
“Colleges always have to examine 
their conscience to see if they’re doing the 
right thing,” Delahunty said. 
“What Kenyon has to weigh very 
carefully is cost and benefit,” Nugent said. 
“Something that will pay off in the future 
will require an upfront investment that’s 
very large, so we’re trying to be very intel-
ligent about weighing those.” 
“Student groups like ECO can 
come up with some terrific ideas, reports, 
energy audits … but then students often 
don’t have the wherewithal to follow it 
through or they graduate or whatever,” 
Nugent said. “So what we’re trying to 
work on is institutionalizing those efforts 
so they get realized.” 
“Everything’s going in the right 
direction, but can we do a better job? 
Absolutely,” Delahunty said. 
“I see things going in the right direc-
tion at Kenyon — more slowly than I’d 
like to see personally, but I think we’re 
going in the right direction,” Cummings 
said. 
Lipscomb said sustainability is 
“inherently a very difficult and subjective 
thing to measure,” but said what is most 
important is “how seriously we take sus-
tainability and clean energy.” 
“Kenyon cares very much about 
beauty … but we have to stop making that 
a superficial argument,” Cummings said. 
“Beauty is not just about what buildings 
look like. … It has to also involve what 
we’re doing … to the global climate.” 
“If there’s any good that comes out 
of this, we know that we have a lot of work 
ahead of us,” Delahunty said. 
 
“The comparisons 
are becoming more 
and more obvious. 
We are falling out 
of  our peer group. 
Period.”
- Scott Cummings 
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Episcopal Chaplain of Ken-
yon College Karl Stevens ’95 has 
a genuine humility when speaking 
about his past. Talking to him, one 
notices very quickly that he doesn’t 
hesitate to laugh at his foibles. 
Plus, he has clearly forgiven them. 
He’s a familiar sight: that smil-
ing , goateed man ambling around 
MiddleGround, the Kenyon Col-
lege Bookstore and the Church of 
the Holy Spirit. To many students 
who do not know his name, he 
remains just that smiling man who 
looks slightly like Corey Feldman 
— but Stevens is more than a shuf-
fling lookalike. 
At Kenyon, Stevens’ role is 
mainly self-created. Until  this 
year he was in charge of worship 
and preaching at the Church of 
the Holy Spirit, but due to budget 
cuts, those duties have fallen by the 
wayside. He attends big events like 
Convocation and Commencement 
and also supervises and helps run 
Canterbury, a Christian ser vice 
group on campus that,  among 
other events and activities, holds 
renowned Tuesday Night Dinners. 
He counsels students regardless of 
religious background, is a sexual 
misconduct advisor and performs 
weddings and memorial services. 
For being on campus only two 
days a week after budget cuts, he’s 
a busy man.
“Every time I think I know 
what my job is going to be like in 
a given year, I’m wrong,” Stevens 
said.
After graduating from Kenyon 
in 1995, Stevens didn’t expect to 
return, especially as an employee. 
The former English major visited 
only once in the 
y e a r s  b e f o r e  h e 
started working as 
College chaplain 
in 2003. 
“As a student, 
I wasn’t a person 
w h o  f e l t  o v e r l y 
sentimental about 
the place,” he said. 
“[Returning ] felt 
totally foreign and 
alien, because Ke-
nyon is [defined 
by] the people who 
you know.” 
D u m b  l u c k 
made Stevens pay 
Kenyon another 
visit, this time on a 
job hunt. Straight 
out  of  S eabur y-
Western, an Epis-
c o p a l  s e m i n a r y 
based in Evanston, 
Ill., a friend recom-
mende d that  he 
lo o k with in  the 
diocese of Ohio, 
and he saw that a spot was open 
at his alma mater. The College 
flew him out the day after a phone 
interview. When he returned to 
campus for a second round of 
interviews, his thoughts about the 
place changed.
“I just knew I really wanted 
it,” Stevens said. “It was May, it was 
senior week, it was more beautiful 
than I could believe. … I had no 
problem saying ‘yes’ when they 
called me for the job.”
Stevens has more of a topsy-
turvy history than one would ex-
pect of a reverend. His father was 
a Methodist minister, and Stevens 
describes his younger self as “one 
of those precocious preacher’s kids 
who thought he knew everything 
in Sunday school and sang solos 
in the children’s choir.” In high 
school, he decided he was an athe-
ist. In college, he was “not able to 
find any place of rest. Too emo-
tional, probably too hormonal.” 
Sti l l ,  th is 
a t t i t u d e  d i d 
not curb what 
s o m e  m i g h t 
c a l l  s p i r i t ua l 
e x p e r i e n c e s . 
When he was 
1 7  y e ar s  o l d , 
Stevens took a 
solitary walk in 
the John Muir 
Woods outside 
o f  S a n  Fr a n -
cisco.
“I began to 
notic e  th ing s 
more clearly,” 
h e  s a i d ,  “an d 
really began to 
see everything 
around me.  … 
Then I had this 
moment of to-
tal bliss at this 
ridge that I got 
up to. I didn’t 
know what to 
ma ke of  that , 
b ut  I  kn e w  I 
wanted to do it again.”
This fueled Stevens’ experi-
mentation with Buddhism and 
meditation at Kenyon. He had a 
suspicion of organized religion and 
“hated the [Methodist] church,” 
not least because its higher-ups 
had given his minister father a 
hard time. Things got complicated 
in his sophomore year: his then-
girlfriend dumped him, his first-
year friends faded away and his 
parents were living in Malaysia. He 
ultimately dropped out, worked at 
a homeless shelter and a Super-8 
Motel and then drove westward 
to climb every mountain he could 
find. He wanted to try to reach 
that same type of peak experience 
he had in the John Muir Woods, 
but failed every time. 
Finding himself somewhere 
in the Sierra Nevadas, Stevens 
pulled into a campground where 
only one other family was staying. 
They invited him to dinner, and he 
played guitar for them. The time 
spent with that family was when 
something started to change.
“ They woke me up in the 
morning ; they fed me breakfast; 
they sent me on my way,” Stevens 
said. “I thought, ‘I’ve never had 
an experience like that. Complete 
unearned, unasked-for generos-
ity and love.’ … After that point 
I began to think that this idea 
that God could become a human 
being was plausible. That there 
was something in human nature 
that could have the divine in it. 
So I started slowly going back to 
church.”
He eventually returned to his 
studies at Kenyon and became a 
regular at Wednesday services at 
the Church of the Holy Spirit. 
Powerful as his realization was in 
the campground, Stevens stresses 
that he had no great, grand mo-
ment of total conversion. It was 
gradual and continued in seminary 
and even now. 
Stevens,  ag ain contrar y to 
expectation, does not have a “strict 
prayer life,” to use his term. Al-
though he has a healthy respect 
for those who make specific time 
for prayer, he expresses his faith 
differently. He might laugh and 
say he’s just lazy, but there is more 
to it than that. 
“For me, things like writing 
are prayer,” he said. “Hiking is 
prayer. Listening to music is prayer. 
Doing the dishes is prayer. … It has 
little to do with the action that 
you’re taking and much more to 
do with the intentionality of it. If 
you are being truly attentive to the 
world around you, then everything 
you do is prayer.”
Kenyon seems to be the per-
fe ct  environment for  Ste vens, 
considering that the College often 
advertises its diversity of thought 
and tradition. Stevens corrobo-
rates that claim, at least in his own 
sphere of Kenyon life.  
“My thought about spiritual-
ity on campus is that a lot of people 
are exploring or experimenting ,” 
Stevens said. “They’re trying to 
find their way.  ... We all benefit 
from each other’s traditions, and 
if there’s a freedom to experiment 
and try different things, I don’t 
think it detracts from one’s own 
belief — I think it adds to it.”
In the end, though, he said 
he finds that it is better to pick a 
tradition and stick with it. Though 
some might find that it is limiting 
to choose one tradition, Stevens 
said he believes that boundaries 
are one of the best things about 
doing so.  
“One can follow a given reli-
gion and still have good friendships 
with the other ones without betray-
ing that essential relationship at 
all,” he said. “There’s often a lot 
of talk in world religions about 
[exclusivity]. ... There’s no reason 
to attack other forms of religion, 
and there’s  ever y reason to be 
humble.” 
And to those who choose to 
have no tradition, Stevens also has 
constructive things to say. After all, 
he was once an atheist. 
“ What people have to un-
derstand is that most people are 
religious because they’ve had some 
experience of God or something 
beyond themselves,” he said. “I 
would still be an atheist if I hadn’t 
had that experience in the John 
Muir Woods. It’s not my place to 
tell people whether to believe or 
not. If they haven’t had that experi-
ence, you can’t force them.” 
Stevens sees his role as Epis-
copal Chaplain of Kenyon — and 
as a reverend in the larger world 
— as “trying to help people to that 
sense of beauty, amazement and 
wonder.” To him, that is the core 
of the spiritual life. 
College Chaplain Karl Stevens’ Long, Spiritual Road
By CHARLIE SCHNEIDER
Staff Writer
 After Kenyon Society: Still Lords and Ladies
The s ig ht  of  anyone over 
the age of 22 who does not work 
for  the  Col leg e  i s  unusua l  in 
Gambier, but this weekend the 
older generations were out in full 
force. For many Kenyon students 
and families traversing campus 
this weekend, the Brown Family 
Environmental Center’s annual 
Harvest Festival was an ideal after-
noon destination. Though many 
students are unaware of this, the 
BFEC also regularly hosts an older 
Kenyon crowd. In this group, the 
After Kenyon Society, 22 years 
is not old enough to be called a 
“senior.”
Many professors spend the 
majority of their lives at Kenyon, 
buying a home in or near Gambier 
and raising a family on campus. 
Many staff members settle down 
in  this  same way,  a s  do some 
alumni and even a few Kenyon 
parents. For these local residents, 
the AKS is a small piece of the 
Kenyon community from which 
they never have to retire. 
There  are  thre e  ma in  re -
quirements for membership in 
the AKS. First, all members must 
be retired.  Second,  they must 
have a Kenyon connection. But 
according to Professor Emeritus 
of Psycholog y Charles Rice, the 
third requirement, “a fondness 
for the institution,” is the most 
important.
The group meets on the first 
Thursday of  e ver y  month for 
a potluck dinner, a tradition it 
has kept alive for 15 years. At its 
most recent meeting , on Oct. 15 
at the BFEC Education Center, 
t wo th ing s  were  imme d iate ly 
noticeable: lots of food and lots 
of conversation. The AKS has 
grown over the years to between 
25 and 45 people who attend each 
monthly dinner. At the last meet-
ing the buffet tables looked piled 
with enough food to feed twice 
that number. Steaming crock pots, 
pineapple upside-down cake and 
squares of “pumpkin cake delight” 
filled an entire room, while small 
groups of emeritus professors, 
former administrators, spouses 
and alumni mingled. 
“[ The AKS] me eting s  are 
not faculty meetings — they are 
strictly social,” Rice said. “Because 
all of us have long-term connec-
tions with the College, a lot of 
conversation is about the old days, 
and some about [current Kenyon] 
events,” he said. 
Bob ’60 and Peg Heasley P’83 
’88 organize the group’s monthly 
events, sending out invitations 
and coordinating the set-up. “It 
has always been fun,” Peg Heasley 
said. “There is no agenda, just a 
social time with lots of good food. 
It is a way to stay connected ... and 
it is a comfortable place to come 
without a spouse.” 
Many AKS members remem-
ber the days when Friday after-
noons meant a fraternity-hosted 
cocktail hour for students and 
faculty, or when Gambier was an 
even smaller community kept that 
way by the “one-mile rule” that 
required faculty to live in Col-
lege-owned housing within one 
mile of campus.  
“The social community then 
was built upon interactions of all 
the faculty members,” Rice said. “I 
loved it because I was the lowest 
guy on the totem pole, and yet 
we were invited to dinner parties 
at the homes of full professors. 
[There was] a completely demo-
cratic orientation to the commu-
nity. Everyone knew your name 
and knew your kids.”  
The AKS is one way to pre-
ser ve some of that old Kenyon 
community even as the College 
grows and changes. Although AKS 
members come and go, one thing 
is clear: they do not forget their 
time at Kenyon. 
By KATE vON CULIN
Staff Writer
RichaRd WyldeKarl Stevens ’9
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Oct. 5-11, 2009
October , 6:8 p.m. — Medical call: injured/ill student at Lewis Residence 
Hall. Squad Called and student transported to Knox Community Hospital. 
October , 9:30 p.m. — Suspicious person on campus, located on Middle Path and 
near the Kenyon College Bookstore. Person removed from campus.
October 6, 2:10 p.m. —Theft/stolen property on campus, not in a residential hall.
October 6, 3:2 p.m. — Medical call: injured/ill student at Ascension Hall. Student 
transported to Health Center.
October 7, :3 p.m. — Medical call: injured student at rugby fields.  Student taken to 
Knox Community Hospital.
October 10, 9:13 a.m. — Vehicle accident in Caples Residence Lot.  Parked vehicle 
struck. Deputy contacted and a report was filed.
October 11, 7:27 a.m. — Fire/no arson: Lewis Residence Hall, second floor.  Fire 
Department contacted and fire cleared. No injuries.
October 11, 8:6 p.m. — Vehicle accident in Caples Residence Lot.  Parked vehicle 
struck.
October 11, 11:3 p.m. — Vehicle accident in Gund Commons Lot.  Parked vehicle 
struck. Sheriff ’s Department contacted and report filed.
Village Record
Oct. 19, 2009
• The display of Greek organizations’ banners was delayed. Greek Week will begin 
Oct. 26. Each organization must pay $7 in dues. If an organization does not have 
the dues by Oct. 26, the organization will be suspended according to the Greek 
Constitution. Rosters of active members and dues should be given to Dal Burton 
’10 or Alex Zhao ’10 next Monday. 
• Kenyon Community Service is hosting a Day of Service on Saturday, Oct. 
24. Sign-up will be until Friday Oct. 23 online or at the entrance of Peirce. 
Instructions for how to sign up can be found in a student-info e-mail. Both 
individuals and organizations can sign up.
• The Party Policy places a cap on the total amount of alcohol (the equivalent of 
ten kegs) and the number of people each party can host per night. Greek Council 
propose to address these issues by creating a party calendar so that members of 
Greek organizations can plan parties for optimal time periods to avoid too many 
or too few parties on a single night. Greek organizations are under no obligation 
to have parties on the calendar as of now, and priority will be given only if certain 
weekends work for certain groups.
• Council discussed the Proposal for Sorority Division Housing and distributed 
copies. Information in the Proposal will be shared with the members of Greek 
organizations. The proposal calls for some Acland Apartments to become sorority 
housing so that sororities do not have to apply for themed Housing and get Greek 
Council approval every year.
 
• The lecturre on drinking and date rape is rescheduled for Nov. 15, 11:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. Location TBD. Athletes are co-hosting the event.          
                                                      -Diana Arguello  
Greek Council
Paid Advertisement
Oct. 18, 2009
The Senate approved amendments to the Good Samaritan Policy to 
make its inclusion of drug-related situations more clear. The Policy now 
begins with, “In order to ensure that students receive prompt and appropri-
ate attention for alcohol intoxication/drug impairment,” with the change 
underlined and in bold. After specifying that students using the policy will 
not be charged with violations of the College’s policies on alcohol and other 
drugs, it now includes the sentence, “Rather, the College will approach the 
matter as an issue of health and education.”
The Calendar Committee discussed proposed changes to the academic 
calendar. One proposal would prevent students from returning to their 
dorms on Saturdays after breaks; instead, students would not be allowed to 
return until the Sunday after a break. This proposal would save the College 
the money it costs to keep the dining hall open an extra day before classes 
resume after each break. Many Student Council members expressed concern 
for the effect this change would have on international students and other 
students who live far from the College. The other proposed change would 
reduce Spring Break from two weeks to one and increase Winter Break 
by one week. Several Student Council members were opposed to this idea 
because it would make it difficult for students to have internships during 
Spring Break and would likely end trips students take with athletic teams, 
music groups and classes during this time.
The Senate has discussed the possibility of incentives for students 
participating in student government. Possible incentives include receiving 
an extra half-point in the housing lottery, receiving course credit and hav-
ing priority when registering for classes. Many Senators expressed concern 
that incentives, while they may increase student participation in student 
government, may lead to participation for the wrong reasons. 
Interim Director of Student Activities Meagan Webb came to Stu-
dent Council with concerns about Philander’s Phling. She said that while 
this dance began as a student-initiated event, there has been less and less 
student involvement over time. This year at the activities fair, no students 
signed up to help with Phling, leading Webb to suggest that various student 
organizations help plan the event. Student Council agreed to accept the 
responsibility of planning Phling. It will delegate tasks to its various com-
mittees and work to create a Phling Committee from members of these 
existing committees. 
The Housing and Dining Committee wishes to make it clear that while 
it has discussed initiating fines for the theft of Peirce dishes, it does not yet 
have a proposal to address this issue. To enact fines, Council would have to 
approve a policy change in the Student Handbook, which would likely be 
a lengthy process. At this time, however, Sophomore Council is working 
to return stolen dishes to Peirce by walking through dorms, knocking on 
doors and collecting what students are willing to return. Although to-go 
containers in Peirce will not be possible because the College cannot afford 
to have students stock up on food, AVI will likely soon provide paper plates 
to discourage further theft of dishes. 
The Student Life Committee approved several student organizations 
including Club Baseball, European Club, Japan Club, Fencing Club, Sailing 
Club and Step Team. 
The Budget and Finance Committee of Student Council is now 
funding the shuttle to Mount Vernon, which costs approximately $13,000 
per year. Now that it controls the shuttle, Student Council may look into 
changing the hours and/or days the shuttle runs. 
Student Council discussed its agenda for the Board Trustees Meeting 
on Thursday, Oct. 22. It wishes to discuss the availability of trainers to club 
athletes, increasing the size of the storage facility for student organizations, 
campus accessibility, parking, communication and the effectiveness of 
Peirce Hall as a student union. 
Dean of Students Hank Toutain raised the question of whether or not 
the Student Lectureships Committee should be responsible for allocating 
funds to student organizations that schedule speakers. Alternatively, the 
Budget and Finance Committee could directly fund these speakers. Student 
Council will work to address this issue and to make sure that multiple stu-
dent groups do not plan speakers for the same time.             -Marika Garland
Write for the Collegian.
E-mail collegian@kenyon.edu. 
Student Council
-The Village Record for this week was unavailable.
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During my first year at Kenyon, I 
witnessed what I thought to be a strange 
occurrence: a fellow student fell asleep 
in the middle of a lecture. Coming from 
high school, I had never experienced 
such an act of insolence. Later that same 
year, it happened again, only this time 
I was the perpetrator. I was not being 
disrespectful; I was exhausted from my 
schedule.  This experience has forced 
me to ponder the question: “What do 
they expect from us?”  This question 
resonates not only on this campus, but on 
campuses throughout the United States. 
Everyone I talk with seems to have at least 
three time commitments within the next 
24 hours.  My housemate, for example, 
continues to do all-nighters on a regular 
basis.  She believes it to be “normal” to 
have such an intense workload, but I 
question the validity of this claim.  
Professors emphasize the virtues of 
a balanced lifestyle that includes plenty of 
sleep, but I find that students rely more 
on coffee than sleep to get them through 
their daily lives.  It is no wonder when 
the flu infects one student on campus, it 
inevitably infects a multitude of others. 
We live unhealthy lifestyles.  This is not 
the fault of professors, administrators 
or students, though some do partake 
in drunken excursions on too regular 
a basis, but instead, it is a byproduct of 
societal expectations.  A full-time student 
is expected to succeed not only in the 
classroom, but also in extracurricular 
activities.  
With close to 30 percent of the Ke-
nyon community participating in varsity 
athletics and countless others enjoying 
the myriad of other activities on campus, 
we each live a hectic life.  Are these expec-
tations too extreme for the student body? 
When considering a healthy lifestyle, I 
would utter a resounding “yes.”  Though 
the class load is intense, the social pres-
sures and the thirst for acceptance push 
each of us toward being all that we can be. 
With so many time commitments, each 
of us makes sacrifices, the first on that list 
being sleep.  According to the Journal of 
Adolescent Health, “Researchers found 
I wanted to clear up some confusion 
that may have resulted from “Student 
Council Minutes” from the last issue of 
The Kenyon Collegian. AVI, as of right 
now, is not switching the vegetarian and 
international stations. The idea was put 
forth by members of the Housing and 
Dining Committee, and we are hoping to 
get it done to help with some of the lines, 
but this has not actually happened. 
Also, this section of the Collegian 
mentioned something about the possibil-
ity of a dish fine during room inspections 
for those who have taken dishes from 
Peirce. A solution to the “dish problem” 
has been a discussion going on within 
both the Housing and Dining Commit-
tee and Student Council for the last few 
weeks. There are many reasons for this 
discussion taking place. Firstly, informa-
tion coming from AVI and members of 
the administration has alerted us as to just 
how dire the dish situation actually is. The 
sheer number of items of dishware that we 
have lost is astounding. These numbers 
have been provided by AVI from a count, 
I believe, to be taken from sometime in the 
middle of the spring 2009 semester. At this 
point, coming up with a solution is neces-
that only 30 percent of the 1,125 stu-
dents surveyed reported getting at least 
eight hours of sleep a night, the average 
requirement for young adults” (“Sleep 
Patterns and Predictors of Disturbed 
Sleep in a Large Population of College 
Students,” Lund, et al., Jun. 13, 2009). 
Now that we realize there is a problem, 
are we able to find a practical solution? 
Students might decrease the number of 
extracurricular activities they participate 
in during the course of the day, but this 
has the potential of reducing the market-
ability of a student in the eyes of future 
employers.  Students might decrease the 
amount of time socializing with others 
on weekends, but this would simply cre-
ate a group of academically savvy, socially 
awkward individuals in a world where 
social skills are key to success.  Finally, 
teachers could decrease the amount of 
work assigned in classes, but this would 
diminish the academic excellence for 
which this institution is known.  
So what is the solution to the co-
nundrum?  Can students really continue 
to live as sleep-deprived automatons, 
sipping on coffee as though it were their 
life sustenance?  Without any alterna-
tive, students are forced to accept this 
unenviable fate.  What does society 
expect from us? 
BY NATE OLDACH
Guest Columnist
sary. The dishes provided to us at Peirce 
are school property. Like taking a Kenyon 
crest sign or a chair from another building, 
taking a dish from Peirce is stealing. 
On behalf of the Housing and Din-
ing Committee (and Student Council), 
we urge you, as students, to police your-
selves and please stop removing dishes 
(especially cups) from the Dining Hall. 
The money that pays for the replacement 
dishes is coming from our tuition money, 
which could be put to better use. The idea 
of fines was discussed at both the Housing 
and Dining Committee meetings as well 
as Student Council and Senate meetings 
as a possible solution to this problem, for 
the money that pays for the dishes has to 
come from somewhere. Specifics of how 
fines would happen were also discussed, 
but nothing was voted on or approved 
in any way. 
Another idea that was put forth was 
a “tough love” policy where Peirce would 
stop providing paper cups, and once cups 
ran out, that was it, no more cups. Peirce 
is currently providing paper cups, but 
even with those, people are still walking 
out with Peirce plastic cups. We lost over 
half of what we started with last year. But 
again, that, like the fines, is just an idea, one 
of many put forth by various members of 
Student Government. So I would like to 
assure you that nothing has been voted 
on, or even been officially put forth as a 
proposal. Discussions for fining students, 
not fining them or generally coming up 
with a solution to the “dish problem” are 
currently still underway. Members of the 
Housing and Dining Committee (includ-
ing myself ) will be attending Community 
Advisor staff meetings this and next week 
to gather even more student opinion. 
As we work towards a solution, 
Housing and Dining will continue to 
bring updates to Student Council where 
the information is then published in both 
Council minutes as well as the Collegian. 
If you have any questions, concerns or 
even ideas of your own about the “dish 
problem,” or any problems with dining 
services at Kenyon, please feel free to e-
mail housinganddining@kenyon.edu.
- Laura Kirschenbaum ’11 
 Student Council
Chair of Housing & Dining 
[Ed. note: There was not room to include it 
in the print edition, but a  chart detailing dish 
losses is avaiable at www.kenyoncollegian.com.]
What Do They Want From Us?
Letter to the Editor: Dish Thefts 
I am prompted to write due to the 
front page “vulture” picture of Gambier’s 
water tower in your Sept. 23 edition.
I was Gambier’s village administra-
tor several years ago. During my tenure 
I was approached by a communications 
company about placing antennas atop 
the water tower. I contacted the company 
that had maintained the tower for a good 
number of years (possibly decades) and 
asked the company’s owner (a profession-
al) for his input on the subject. He was 
adamantly opposed to the idea because 
of the potential damage the antennas 
can cause to the structure. As he said, “It 
is a water tower, not a base for antennas.”
Granted, the Village would receive 
compensation from the communications 
company, but the trade-offs are damage to 
the water tower, which increases mainte-
nance costs, and potential degradation of 
the village’s water system. In my opinion, 
it was not worth it to jeopardize the safety, 
health and welfare of Gambier citizens for 
a few bucks’ compensation.  Obviously 
the “Powers That Be” today do not share 
my concerns.
Please Note: I contacted the water 
tower maintenance company when I saw 
the antennas being installed and inquired 
if anyone from the village had contacted 
him about the installation.  His response: 
“No.”
Keep in mind, this is the same 
administration that sends out letters 
explaining why they cannot properly/ad-
equately perform their job.  I am referring 
to the letter sent out this past winter by 
the current village administrator urging 
the citizens of Gambier to “drive safely” 
during the winter because the Village 
could not keep the streets of the village 
cleared of snow and ice.
In my opinion, the present mayor, 
council and village administrator are 
not doing what is best for the citizens of 
Gambier. 
- Jim E. Lenthe, MPA
Letter to the Editor: Village Jeopardizing Citizens
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Kenyon Does 
Deserve a ‘C’ for 
Sustainability
This year, Kenyon earned a 
‘C’ for sustainability on the Sus-
tainable Endowments Institute’s 
Green Report Card (“Kenyon 
Earns ‘C’ On Sustainability,” 
page 1). Though there is room 
for debate regarding whether 
or not the nine major catego-
ries considered or accurately 
measured all relevant factors, 
Kenyon’s overall grade is 
an accurate reflection of 
the College’s dedication 
to sustainability. Global 
environmental crises can 
only be averted by ac-
tion; merely having talked 
about sustainability will 
not be a good excuse 20 
years down the line when 
disastrous climate change 
becomes inevitable and 
irreversible. Kenyon de-
serves a ‘C.’ 
ECO and PEAS, student 
org anizations that  advocate 
environmental ism and local 
foods at Kenyon, do their part, 
and g iven  the  d i f f icu lt y  of 
organizing Kenyon students, 
their influence is impressive. 
That ECO Coordinator Abby 
Wardell ’10 gave a presentation 
at a Board of Trustees meeting 
speaks volumes to students’ 
persistence in addressing the 
College’s decision-makers — 
the only ones who ultimately 
rank priorities and control the 
money. 
There are simple steps the 
College could take to increase 
sustainability. If AVI does in-
deed adopt the “tough love” 
pol ic y discussed in Student 
Council (“Student Council ,” 
page 5) and leave students with-
out cups, it will both reduce 
the College’s carbon footprint 
by eliminating potential waste 
that  would f i l l  increasing ly 
scarce landfill space and force 
students to think about the 
environmental consequences 
of taking dishware from the 
dining hall.  
We at the Collegian un-
derstand that  i t  i s  d if f icult 
for a college with a miniscule 
endowment and old buildings 
to address energ y-use concerns 
in campus structures. As Advi-
sor to the President Jesse Matz 
said: “The main thing Kenyon 
should do is have a lot more 
mone y.”  But  we ne e d to do 
what we can with the money 
we have, and the first step is 
for the administration to pub-
licly and sincerely declare its 
commitment to sustainability 
and back its words with heavy 
campaigning outside the school 
— to earn funds to actually get 
projects moving — and inside, 
perhaps by creating more chal-
lenges like the annual “Park It 
for the Planet” initiative.  
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Gambier 
Grillin’
McBride Gund Caples Gund
November
Alaska
Joey Joey
Theodore Roosevelt
McBride Hall
Joey
January
Total Correct Three Three Two Two
February JanuaryNovember
Alaska Alaska Alaska
Joey Kit
John Tyler Theodore Roosevelt Don’t know Chester Arthur
What month is 
National Soup Month?
What is the largest 
First-Year dorm?
What is a baby 
kangaroo called?
Who succeeded 
William McKinley as 
president? 
In what state is the 
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog 
Race held?
Alaska
Daniel Hartnett
Asst. Professor of  Spanish
Diane Steinmetz
Administrative Assistant for  
Campus Security
Mark Glover ’10 Emily Heider ’13 & 
Polly Krips ’13
Vs
Students Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 25.5
Faculty: 25
By Ben Plotnick
Dining Hall Delicacies
        This periodic feature looks at creative ways to spice up your meals at Peirce. 
     
“Faux Sushi”
Always craving sushi but don’t have time to run down to the KAC for 
Gusto? Don’t go katana crazy, because I have a terrific recipe for you. Start 
out with a bed of succulent sliced cucumbers, add on a pile of shredded car-
rots. Next, sprinkle on some tuna (replace with smoked salmon if it’s Family 
Weekend), adding the exotic ocean to your gastronomical narrative. After 
the salad bar, venture into Dempsey’s sauces and spices section. Grab the fine 
bottle of soy sauce, aged to perfection, to add a splash of flavor. Be careful: 
too much will overpower the fragile flavors of the other ingredients. To finish 
your gourmet dinner delight, fire it up with red chili sauce. A few tiny dots 
will do the trick.
 
PAul Reed
Studying abroad junior year 
is a vital part of many Kenyon 
students’  educations. Students 
are  prepp e d  f rom 
the very beginning 
of their first years 
to leave the country 
for a semester — or 
even a year — during 
their third years at 
Kenyon. 
Becasue I am an 
art history major, my 
choice was clear from 
the beginning. From 
the moment I heard 
about the Kenyon 
in  R ome pro g ram 
while I was visiting 
Kenyon as a prospec-
tive student, it stuck 
out as the program 
for me.  Some may 
consider my choice a relatively 
safe one: not only was the applica-
tion process much simpler for me 
than for many of my friends, but 
I am also studying with Kenyon 
students and faculty. Some were 
unsure that the program would be 
removed enough from the Kenyon 
community to actually feel like 
studying abroad. Although I also 
had my reser vations, they were 
outweighed by idyllic thoughts of 
living in Rome. 
Some students mig ht find 
that the program is indeed too 
close to the Kenyon bubble for 
them, but the second I stepped 
off of the plane I knew that my 
experience in Rome would stand 
out.  I  was now thousands of 
miles from the fields of Ohio, 
standing in an old airport, star-
ing at old cigarette butts under 
the “No Smoking” sign. After 
my almost fatal taxi ride, at one 
point during which the car was 
going almost 120 miles per hour, 
I arrived at my new residence 
in Rome, three blocks from the 
Pantheon and overlooking the 
Fountain of the Four Rivers on 
the Piazza Navona. 
We frequently have three-
day weekends, allowing for travel 
throughout the rest of Europe. 
These long weekends have al-
ready allowed me to travel to 
Paris, plan two other program-
independent trips and have extra 
time to sleep. Living in the center 
of Rome has proved to be both a 
blessing and a curse. Everything 
is within walking distance and we 
can truly say that we have lived in 
Rome. I try to remind myself of 
these benefits while I’m lulled to 
sleep at 3:00 a.m. by the pound-
ing of the nightclubs four stories 
below. I some-
times find my-
self  yearning 
for  Kenyon’s 
2:00 a.m. qui-
et hour.
H a v i n g 
b e e n  h e r e 
for only four 
we eks ,  I  can 
c o n f i d e n t l y 
say  that  this 
e x p e r i e n c e 
will be one of 
the richest in 
my life. Dur-
ing the study 
abroad appli-
c a t i o n  p r o -
cess, we were 
constantly told that our l ives 
would be changed by living in 
and experiencing another coun-
try. This has always seemed like 
a slightly romantic idea to me, 
something that people say but 
never really mean. While I con-
sider myself to be a fairly rational 
and well-grounded person, I am 
beginning to understand what 
was meant by that once seemingly 
ridiculous statement. There are 
obvious changes, such as a new-
found confidence and aggression 
when crossing the street, the ac-
ceptance that our Internet is slow 
and there is nothing we can do 
about it and the veiled attempts 
Notes from Abroad
By BEN MCMILLAN
Staff Writer
to appear as Italian as possible. 
But there are subtler changes as 
well. During our “Rome in the 
American Imagination” class, I 
find myself reevaluating Ameri-
cans’ experiences abroad. What 
is it that makes us so distinctly 
American and how do those 
traits affect our experience in 
other counties? Americans never 
seem to be able to escape the bad 
rap of loud, obnoxious and fat, 
but on a less stereotypical level, 
each person bring s with him 
something of his own country’s 
identity, for better or worse.
When I return to the rolling 
hills of Ohio, my own knowledge 
of my national identity will have 
been changed. I will have a better 
idea of what my own place in the 
world is. Beyond the paperwork 
and the Off-Campus Studies of-
fice, students who study abroad 
can really say that their experi-
ence outside the U.S. embodies 
the idea of a liberal arts educa-
tion.  
A Kenyon Junior Writes Home from Rome
Ben McMillan ’11 in front of the Colloseum. CouRteSy  oF Ben MCMillAn 
 -Paul Reed
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Although Kenyon fits nicely 
into the category of “small liberal 
arts colleges,” there are some things 
about the College that are not all 
that small. One of those things is 
our campus itself, and another is the 
money it takes to keep the campus 
beautiful and running smoothly. 
All told, the College is made up 
of dozens of buildings situated on 
about 1,000 acres of land, and all of 
those assets need upkeep.
“We budget as a college for 
what we call ‘repair and replace-
ment’ projects — basically general 
maintenance of grounds and facili-
ties every year,” Chief Business Of-
ficer Mark Kohlman said. This past 
year, 31 projects were approved, 
with individual price tags ranging 
from about $10,000 to $300,000. 
The all-new heating system for 
Caples Residence Hall and the 
Office of Student Affairs’ move to 
Gund Commons are just some of the 
projects that made this year’s list. 
“Every year, division heads get 
a list of priorities from their depart-
ments in January and February for 
the April board meeting and bring 
those projects for the summer to 
the table,” Kohlman said. “Then, as 
a group, we look at all the projects 
... and make a decision based on 
priority and the money needed for 
each project. Then in April, when 
the trustees come, we present what 
we feel are the priorities, and they 
consider them as a full board.”
One project that never made 
its way onto a budget project list, 
but which is now underway, is Olin 
Library’s purchase of new compact 
shelving for the science periodicals. 
The shelving, designed to save space, 
had always been too expensive for 
the annual budget. 
“The library is only so big , 
and we want to have space for the 
library collection and work space 
for students,” Vice President for 
Library and Information Services 
Ron Griggs said. “The library col-
lection grows over time as we buy 
new things ... and student use of 
the library has also increased over 
time. We are happy with that; we 
think this is great, but at the end 
of the semester it can be very, very 
crowded.” 
For some time LBIS staff had 
been considering the idea of adding 
compact shelving as a way to save 
space. Compact shelves slide on 
tracks so that most of the shelves sit 
up against each other, leaving only 
one aisle open. The shelves can be 
shifted at the push of a button so 
that the open aisle is between any 
set of shelves students may need to 
access. They cut down on aisle space 
while still providing access to the 
whole collection. 
“[Compact shelves] are very 
expensive; the amount of money 
to buy them new would have been 
about half a million dollars,” Griggs 
said. “It was a nice idea, but it was 
difficult to see how we would do 
that.” But then an unexpected op-
portunity presented itself. 
The Ohio State University 
began a project to combine several 
of its libraries that were scattered 
across campus. The Fisher College 
of Business Library was one of the 
libraries to be relocated, and due 
to the move it had extra compact 
shelving to sell for a discounted 
price. Kenyon jumped at the chance 
to buy them and negotiated a price 
of $170,000. The Board of Trustees 
approved the required funding , 
which came out of last year’s budget 
surplus. 
Although $170,000 may seem 
like a lot of money for a set of library 
shelves, to Kenyon the value is much 
greater. As Griggs said, “We would 
never get 3,000 square feet of ad-
ditional space for students for that 
price if we had to build a new build-
ing.” This new shelving has created 
that additional space. The science 
periodicals, which were formerly 
on the top floor of Chalmers, have 
Over the past year, a group 
of Kenyon students has dedicated 
itself to accomplishing an impor-
tant objective. The name of the 
project: Transition Mission. 
The program, formerly called 
Friends with Benefits,  is ,  f irst 
and foremost, a program Knox 
City Schools piloted five years 
ago. Meeting at Mount Vernon 
High School, the program is led 
by Nanc y Greg g ,  the  school’s 
multiple disabilities teacher. The 
Transition Mission class is made 
up  of  18  students  f rom h ig h 
schools throughout Knox County 
ranging in age from18 to 22, who 
suffer from disabilities includ-
ing autism, Down syndrome and 
cerebral palsy. 
According to Gregg , the goal 
of the program is to help disabled 
students make as smooth a tran-
sition as possible from school 
programming to the adult world 
by promoting community-based 
participation and activity. 
“For these  students ,  af ter 
graduation and before adulthood 
there has to be something in be-
tween ...  some ‘transition,’” Gregg 
said. 
Kenyon introduced its own 
complement to the program last 
year through the efforts of Peter 
Frank ’10 and Kyle Whitman ’10. 
The two students reached out to 
the Knox County Board of De-
velopmental Disabilities and were 
put in touch with the class, which 
began taking weekly trips to the 
College to participate in athletic 
and social activities with a group 
of volunteer students. 
“Since then, the program with 
Kenyon has pretty much been part 
of their curriculum,” Frank said.
By joining forces with Ken-
yon, Transition Mission seeks to 
further its goal of exposing the 
students to different environ-
ments  throug h activi t ies  and 
social interaction. Every Tuesday, 
the Transition Mission students 
meet up with a group of volunteers 
from the College. These meetings 
often occur at the Kenyon Athletic 
Center, but the group occasionally 
uses the swimming pool at the 
Mount Vernon Developmental 
Center.
For Gregg , the connection 
with Kenyon, where many stu-
dents are making their own tran-
sition to the adult world, was a 
perfect fit for the program. 
“Being around college stu-
dents, especially at Kenyon where 
students come from all different 
places,  is  so beneficial for our 
students,” Gregg said. “It’s such a 
natural blend of ages and kids.”
The time the group spends 
together is a fairly unstructured 
me eting desig ne d to promote 
athletic activity and social in-
teraction. Ellen Gaglione ’13 is 
a new but frequent volunteer at 
Transition Mission and said she 
enjoys the relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere of the program.
“It’s a break from the intense 
social scene at school and a chance 
to just be goofy,” said Gaglione. 
“ The students who come from 
Mount Vernon are wonderful.”
During the first part of the 
two- to three-hour sessions, the 
volunteers participate in various 
athletic activities of the students’ 
choosing , ranging from exercising 
on the workout machines to bas-
ketball to racquetball. During the 
second half, the group socializes 
and eats lunch together. This time 
together allows the volunteers 
and students to bond and make 
connections. “The program is de-
signed to focus on ability,” Gregg 
said, “not disability.” 
In addition to the volunteers 
and Gregg , the class brings six 
other staff members to help with 
the students, some of whom need 
special one-on-one attention from 
an aid. 
Althoug h the  conne ction 
between the two groups began last 
year, this year is the program’s first 
year as an official Kenyon club, 
which has adopted the name of 
the Knox County School class: 
Transition Mission. By gaining 
College Splurges on Secondhand Shelves 
Growing with Guidance: Transition Mission
By KATE VON CULIN
Staff Writer
By DAVID WILLIAMS
Staff Writer
been relocated to the new compact 
shelving recently installed in the 
lower floor. That leaves room to 
shift around much of the crowded 
collection, with 3,000 square feet 
of extra space left over for a new 
student area in the back corner of 
the third floor of Chalmers. 
 The number of people com-
ing in and out of the library has 
increased over the last four years by 
13.5 percent, according to Griggs, 
or about 160 more visits per day. 
Strikingly, visits can peak above 
2,000 per day during exams, he said. 
“Kenyon doesn’t have a student 
union like other institutions, so for 
those aspects of college life, some are 
in Peirce, some are in the library,” 
Griggs said. “The library functions 
as a meeting place and a social center 
as well as a workspace.” 
“We are happy to make this 
space available for students in that 
way,” Griggs said. “I think that’s the 
right thing.” 
With a rising student popula-
tion and an unending list of needed 
repairs, Kenyon’s yearly project 
budget has a lot to cover.  “It is very 
easy in bad times to say we are going 
to hold off [on repair and replace-
ment spending], because most of the 
time it is very expensive,” Kohlman 
said. “Well, we have taken the posi-
tion that it ultimately costs more in 
the long run if you put off regular 
maintenance.”
As for the sticker shock: “The 
numbers do sometimes look ex-
traordinary when you look at one 
project individually, but when you 
look at the backdrop of the size of 
the campus it looks reasonable, and 
the College expects to be here for 
another 200 years,” he said. 
official recognition by the Col-
lege, Whitman and Frank sought 
to garner even more support for 
the program. 
Fearing that after its leaders’ 
graduation it may otherwise fade 
out of existence, the club now has 
a strong core group of volunteers 
including fel low off icers  Mac 
Woods ’10, Troy Shaheen ’10 and 
a number of younger volunteers. 
Whitman and Frank said they are 
hopeful that the club will continue 
to grow in the future.  
“Anyone who even has a slight 
inkling to get involved definitely 
should come check it out,” Ga-
glione said. 
The program has also posi-
tively impacted Frank and Whit-
man ,  th e y  s a i d .  Th o ug h  st i l l 
unsure if they would like to make 
a profession out of it after they 
graduate this  spring ,  both ex-
pressed their desire to continue 
working with the disabled after 
Kenyon.
“It’s definitely been an enjoy-
able experience,” Whitman said.
Kenyon Students Partner with Mount Vernon School System to Help Disabled Youth 
A student uses the new, mechanized periodical shelves. AAron ZAremsky
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—Miles Purinton
KFS AND UNITY HOUSE PRESENT: ANGELS IN AMERICA
Fri 10/23- Angels in America: Millennium Approaches
Sat 10/24- Angels in America: Perestroika 
in 2003, hbo produced a made-for-TV movie version of Tony Kushner’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play Angels 
in America. Just as when the play premiered on broadway, on television it was presented in two installments, which 
Kenyon Film Society brings to campus this week.
The plot follows a variety of stories, most of which show the various characters coming to terms with either 
their homosexuality or that of their loved ones. These characters range from Prior Walter, a man with aiDS who 
is sent on a crusade by an angel to stop humanity from progressing, to the famously anti-Semitic and unethical 
lawyer roy cohn. These stories interweave to create a heart-breaking and engaging drama that gave Kushner the 
distinction of winning the Tony award for best play two years in a row (one for each installment).
The movie itself has merit far beyond the script, winning both a Golden Globe and an emmy the year it 
was released.  The acting is exceptional, as one might expect from a cast featuring Meryl Streep, al Pacino, emma 
Thompson, Mary-Louise Parker and the character actor Jeffrey Wright, who won a Tony for the role on broadway. 
if this cast doesn’t sell you, the man who played Nite owl in Watchmen is in the movie as a closeted Mormon 
— and who can honestly say that’s not something you need to see?
So come join us at the Kac Theater at 7:30 p.m. this Friday and Saturday.  
although we hope you are able to attend both nights, attending one night will still be both educational and 
enjoyable.  We will present a summary of the first installment before the screening on Saturday.
KFS Preview
british playwright Shelagh 
Stephenson’s drama The Memory of 
Water is an evocative story that is in 
turns both tragic and comic. it fol-
lows the experiences of three sisters, 
each as dif-
ferent from 
the others 
as night and 
day, as they 
cope with 
the death of 
their moth-
er. on oct. 
9  and 10, 
e l i s a b e t h 
h o f m a n n 
’10, Saman-
tha Turner 
’10 and al-
lie Wigley 
’10 staged 
and starred 
i n  a  p r o -
duction of 
this play for 
their senior 
theses. Will 
Dagger ’10 
d i r e c t e d . 
The Memory 
of Water is 
a n  a m b i -
tious play, 
to say the least, but the actors, crew, 
director and all involved stepped up 
to this intense challenge.
in Memory, the characters are 
the linchpin of the production; if 
one is weak, then the whole pro-
duction falls apart. Fortunately, 
the cast members played their parts 
very well. The script delves deeply 
into the psyches of the three sisters: 
Teresa, catharine and Mary, played 
by hoffman, Turner and Wigley, 
respectively. all three seniors did 
excellent jobs bringing these com-
plex characters to life, and each had 
a good dynamic with the others. 
Turner in particular won laughs, 
distaste and sympathy in equal 
amounts from the audience. in ad-
dition to the sisters are two of their 
paramours: Mike, Mary’s married 
lover, played by Kevin holloway 
’10, and Frank, Teresa’s beleaguered 
husband, played by Steven Leiser-
Mitchell ’10. holloway gave a 
solid performance and had several 
well-acted scenes with Wigley, both 
comedic and sad. Leiser-Mitchell’s 
performance lacked in energ y, 
which, although consistent with 
his character, allowed the others 
to overshadow him. rounding out 
the cast was robin Stype ’12 as  the 
sisters’ deceased mother Violet. ap-
pearing only in dream sequences, 
Stype had a powerful presence on 
stage, and the final scene of the first 
half, in which she suddenly appears 
among her daughters for a photo-
graph, was incredibly well-executed 
and shocking. The potential of her 
performance was sadly undercut by 
the delivery of several of her lines, 
however, which came off as more 
awkward than necessary.
The set of Memory was very 
well-designed, courtesy of James 
Weeks ’11. Using just a bed, a door 
frame, a clos-
et, a window 
an d  a  d e s k , 
he created the 
impression of 
an elaborate 
room, despite 
the fact that it 
had no walls. 
The lighting , 
by rob Fine 
’12, was also 
very well done. 
Most striking 
of all was the 
lighting dur-
ing the play’s 
several dream 
sequences; the 
lights changed 
the stage from 
a well-lit bed-
room into an 
eerie cavern, 
ke ep ing  the 
audience on 
e dg e  during 
S t y p e ’s  a p -
pearances. all 
of this, along with the use of old 
jazz music, gave the entire play the 
perfect atmosphere for such a heavy 
show.
The Memory of Water was at 
times funny and depressing, often 
both at once. Dagger did a very 
good job directing this difficult 
play, and the actors fleshed out 
their characters, moving the audi-
ence to both laughter and tears. 
This production had the potential 
to be extremely pretentious, but 
thankfully was not. The entire 
cast and crew should be proud of 
their work.
a Memory Worth recalling
BRIAN HENDERSON
Samantha Turner ’10, Allie Wigley ’10 and Elisabeth Hofmann ’10 star in The Memory of Water.
one Fantastic Farce: 
Flea Delivers
by SaLLy WiLSoN
Staff Writer
Students arrived on campus 
Sunday, aug. 30. auditions were 
on Monday, casting Tuesday, a 
script read-through Wednesday 
and formal rehearsals began on 
Thursday. Within three days of ar-
riving at Kenyon, the cast of A Flea 
in Her Ear was ready to act. 
Directed by Professor Jona-
than Tazewell, A Flea in Her Ear 
went up over Family Weekend, 
oct. 15-17. The French farce, 
written by Georges Feydeau and 
adapted by David ives, is saturated 
with marital misconceptions, bed-
room strife, mistaken identities 
and plenty of chases and tumbles. 
Knowing little more than this, i 
arrived at bolton, ticket in hand, 
excited to see my first show this 
fall.  While perusing the playbill, i 
noted not one, but two ten-minute 
intermissions.This was going to be 
a long play. how would i, let alone 
the ten-year-old behind me, main-
tain attention for three hours? 
but, when antoinette, played by 
Shelley Fort ’11, squealed across 
the stage chasing her lover in the 
opening scene, she commanded 
my full attention. 
as the play progressed, i was 
impressed with the actors’ cohesive 
vivacity. a cast of predominantly 
seniors, A Flea in Her Ear high-
lighted the cooperative synthesis 
of practiced actors and familiar 
friends. Maria Krovatin ’10 (Lu-
cienne homenides de histangua) 
recounted that she and Kyle Toot 
’10 (Ferraillon) were in the same 
introductory drama class, known 
at Kenyon as “baby Drama.” Toot’s 
impressive performance was his 
first at Kenyon college. Drew 
Lewis ’10, playing the dual roles 
of Victor chandebise and Poche, 
harnessed an unbelievable amount 
of energy in each scene. according 
to Lewis, playing two roles was the 
production’s greatest challenge for 
him.“it was essential that the audi-
ence understand the switch; the 
characters are independent from 
one another,” he said. 
Krovatin and catherine Du-
ennebier (raymonde chandebise) 
encountered a different set of 
troubles.  Forced to yell and move 
about excitedly, these actresses 
were under the added pressure of 
a corset and petticoat. in the most 
literal sense, pressure was con-
tinuously forcing both actresses 
to adapt and change according to 
the needs of the scene. another 
notable performance, for both the 
audience and cast alike, was that of 
Pieter Stougaard ’13, who played 
romain Tournell. Stougaard was 
the only first year, and he seized 
his role with confidence and ease. 
Duennebier said the character-
actor fit was incredible across the 
entire cast, but the interactions 
among the players was what re-
ally drove the show to success. it 
was most certainly an ensemble 
production.
The show was also directed as 
an ensemble. Lewis said that Taze-
well directed the cast as a whole 
more often than he spent time 
developing individual characters, 
a task he left to the actors. This 
laissez-faire approach to directing 
allowed each actor to cultivate his 
or her character in a unique way, 
producing both realistic and fluid 
personalities. The combination 
of well-fitted characters and a 
worthy director allowed the show 
to run like a “well-oiled machine,” 
Lewis said.
Theatre is not all fun and 
games, however, even if the per-
formance is a farce. The cast met 
five days a week for three hours a 
day. as Lewis said, in professional 
theatre actors perform “previews” 
in front of live audiences well 
before opening night. because 
Kenyon is an academic environ-
ment, however, the only person the 
actors were performing for before 
opening night was the director. 
how, then, did the actors confi-
dently approach opening night? 
Jack Dwyer ’12, who played ca-
mille chandebise, conceded that 
the cast experienced stage fright; 
everyone was petrified there would 
be no laughter, he said. Laughter 
echoed in the bolton Theater over 
Family Weekend, however, and \ 
was a success for Kenyon’s drama 
department.
PHOTO PROvIDED BY jONATHAN TAzEWEll 
Pieter Stougaard ’13, Will Arbery ’11 and Drew lewis ’10 in A Flea in Her Ear.   
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‘beautifully unsettling’ exhibit Challenges Convention 
there is something beauti-
fully unsettling about the works 
on display in Kenyon 2008 alum-
nae  madeline Courtney’s debut 
solo show at the root art Center 
in mount Vernon. Courtney’s 
works illustrate child’s play, as 
she creates imaginary characters 
from animal furs and dismem-
bered stuffed animals, but they 
also explore what it means to play 
God. the show, called Still Lives, 
functions like a Wunderkammer 
of yore. a Wunderkammer ,  or 
“cabinet of wonders,” is a pre-
enlightenment concept of the 
museum, in which items,  l ike 
taxidermies and folk objects, were 
assembled without regard to their 
relation to reality.
Visitors who enter the gallery 
will note large animals that popu-
late the gallery floor. though they 
look like common animals that 
we all know, it is impossible to 
fully contextualize them within 
our normal sphere of knowledge. 
Courtney forces us to reconsider 
a l l  the separate elements that 
might constitute a dodo bird or 
a giraffe or a monkey. through a 
process of assemblage, she creates 
An Alumna Reimagines Nature for Her First Solo Exhibition
Paid advertisement Paid advertisement
Wunderkammer  aspect.  In the 
same way she creates her own 
interpretation of  the  g iraffe , 
Courtney models her own natu-
ral history museum. responding 
to the “cabinets of wonders” idea, 
Still Lives creates its own natural 
history within the micro-context 
of a gallery. Decontextualizing 
her  work  from hard-science, 
Courtney explores the role of an 
author in penning a pseudo-sci-
ence, such as that shown in the 
Wunderkammer. Her purpose-
ful disregard for the realities of 
zoolog y proves to be a strong 
critique of how we understand 
things to be fact. as viewers, we 
come to see the role of the art-
ist in her interpretation of the 
animals. more importantly, we 
can begin to understand how the 
individualistic aspect of the art-
ist manifests itself. rather than 
reproducing realism, as would be 
expected in a museum of natural 
history, Courtney instead pro-
duces her own understanding of 
nature through what can be seen 
as a semiotic process. this yields 
an impressively unique and well 
thought-out show.
This show runs through Oct. 
31 at the Root Art Center at 212 
S. Main St. in Mt. Vernon.  
Wesley Keyser
Madeline Courtney’s  sculpture “Giraffe.”
a new form of something out of 
several disparate parts. It is in this 
act of “playing God” that Court-
ney drives us to reconsider what 
it is, exactly, that we know and 
recognize as a finite object. In a 
way, she is creating her own visual 
syntax that questions the fixed 
structures of language. When we 
think of a giraffe, what immedi-
ately comes to mind is a tall, slen-
der yellow animal with long legs, 
and an even longer neck, topped 
off with a little head. Courtney 
takes the bare components of the 
g iraffe and reconstructs them 
by using discarded “hides” of 
stuffed animals to form her own 
interpretation of what a giraffe 
is. We know that it is a giraffe by 
the work’s title (appropriately : 
“Giraffe”), and its recognizable 
shape. While its individual parts 
do not suggest this reading , as a 
whole they function as a unified 
object — in this case, a giraffe. 
What  th is  c omes  down to  i s 
Courtney’s deconstruction of “gi-
raffe-iness” to reach a new genesis 
of the word giraffe itself.
No w,  a l th o u g h  th i s  ma y 
come across  a s  some l ing uis-
tic  rant concerned with what 
i t  m e ans  to  b e  a  g ira f f e ,  th e 
larg er idea of the show is  the 
Page 11Thursday, October 22, 2008 SportS
The Kenyon Collegian
Harry von Kann races into the open field. Courtesy of eliot Hermanson
Football Wins Second Straight Game
By naTe Oldach
Staff Writer
after beating the Ohio Wesleyan 
Battling Bishops the previous week, the 
lords football team entered its game 
against the Oberlin yeomen last Satur-
day, Oct. 17, with hopes of keeping the 
dream of a north coast athletic con-
ference (ncac) title alive. With a 2-1 
ncac record, the team knew there was 
no room for error. “We need to execute 
on both sides of the ball in order to win,” 
head coach Ted Stanley said. “The team 
knows what they have to do and if they 
do it they win.” Stanley’s squad delivered, 
defeating Oberlin 21-9.
Kenyon began Saturday’s game 
against Oberlin college on fire as carlo 
Gagliardo ’13 returned the opening 
kickoff 45 yards, giving the lords excel-
lent field position. The lords’ offense 
proceeded to move down the field with 
a surgeon’s precision, culminating in a 
15-yard touchdown pass from quarter-
back Mike hermanson ’10 to star wide 
receiver harry von Kann ’10. Following 
the touchdown, lords’ defense forced 
the yeomen to punt, which pinned the 
lords at their own one-yard line. Unable 
to get a push from the offensive line, 
hermanson was pressured and called 
for intentional grounding and a safety. 
With the score at 7-2, the lords defense 
remained stingy, forcing three straight 
punts. With one minute and 33 seconds 
remaining in the first quarter, the lords 
took over at their own 36-yard line, this 
time determined to increase their tenta-
tive lead. hermanson took the snap and 
connected with von Kann, who was 
almost immediately hit by a defender, 
but he maintained his composure, shook 
loose of the errant tackle and ran the 64 
yards for a score.  
From that point on the lords’ 
defense took over, and on the very next 
drive defensive back Francisco Morales 
’12 made an athletic toe-tapping inter-
ception, his first of the season.  With 
excellent field position, it looked like the 
lords could put this game away before 
the half, but unfortunately, after a 23-
yard drive, hermanson threw an errant 
pass that was picked off by an Oberlin 
defender.   
This interception seemed to breathe 
new hope into Oberlin as the yeomen 
began their drive at their own 45-yard 
line. Moving the ball quickly down the 
field, the yeomen breached the Kenyon 
red zone, making it look as though a 
touchdown were a foregone conclusion. 
determined to hold the line, Kenyon 
linebacker Beau calcei ’12 stripped the 
ball from the Oberlin running back and 
proceeded to fall on it.  
Going into halftime the lords led 
14-2. coming out after halftime, the 
lords, determined to keep their energy 
up, saw calcei recover his second fumble 
of the game just 11 seconds into the half. 
The game became a fight for field posi-
tion as the lords and yeomen traded the 
ball back and forth until, just seconds 
into the fourth quarter, the yeomen com-
pleted a 71-yard drive for a touchdown, 
cutting Kenyon’s lead to 14-9. The lords 
were eager to retaliate and eight minutes 
later they did, as running back Kyle Toot 
’10 rumbled over the goal line for his 
eighth touchdown of the season and all 
but finished off the yeomen.  
“I’m happy with the win but I’m 
still not satisfied,” coach Stanley said. 
“We controlled the tempo of the game 
but we didn’t play our best. We made 
some critical errors, but we executed 
well in two of three phases of the game. 
… The defense played great and the fact 
that they only scored seven points on us 
offensively is a testament to the defensive 
level of play. I was pleased with how 
Justin [Morgan ’10] ran the defense and 
kept the level of physical play high. Beau 
[calcei] and Frankie [Morales ’11] had 
great games, but still have places they can 
improve. Offensively, both Kyle [Toot] 
and harry [von Kann] had great games.” 
When asked about the overall impact on 
the team’s hopes for a conference cham-
pionship, coach Stanley said: “It keeps 
our hopes alive in conference. every 
conference game is big, and when you 
can win against a rival it’s huge.”  
When looking forward to this 
week’s pivotal match-up against confer-
ence foe allegheny college, Stanley said 
he recognized that this will be a test for 
the lords. “We are very similar teams,” 
he said. “allegheny is strong offensively, 
led by their senior quarterback who is 
poised and makes great decisions and is 
supported by a core of sure-handed, fast 
receivers. Their defense is one of the best 
in the league. For us to win will need to 
rely on our defense, turning them into 
a one-dimensional team. also special 
teams are going to be key. That battle 
for field position will go a long way in 
deciding who wins this matchup.” as 
for this weekend’s secret weapon, Stanley 
said: “It’s up to [Kenyon students] to 
come out and yell and scream. We need 
to use the home field to our advantage, 
making it hard for them to make deci-
sions.” you heard it, Kenyon: come out 
this weekend and be a part of history as 
the lords continue to contend for the 
ncac crown. 
cross country 
competes at 
Inter-Regional
Though not elegant, the lords 
and ladies cross country teams’ perfor-
mances at the Inter-Regional Rumble 
on Oct. 17 showed progress. Finishing 
29th, the lords and ladies took home 
22nd and 14th place finishes respec-
tively, led by Matt davis ’12, finishing 
53rd overall, and lauren Metzger ’11. 
“I was really proud of how we did this 
weekend,” said head coach duane 
Gomez. “even though the results weren’t 
as good, this was a much better race than 
the all-Ohio meet. We had a bunch of 
[personal records] and are showing a lot 
of improvement. Individually, lauren 
[Metzger] just missed winning an award 
by finishing in the top 25. She was run-
ning 22nd to 26th throughout the race 
and just got out-kicked at the end.”  
The remaining members of the 
teams showed improvement as well. 
For the lords, Pat Meyers ’12 and Matt 
Riley ’10 ran good races out of a field of 
just under 200 competitors, finishing 
118th and 140th respectively. For the 
ladies, Gaither Smith ’11 and nina cas-
telli ’12 finished 48th and 82nd places 
respectively. “I’m really happy with the 
way nina [castelli] and Matt [Riley] 
have come on,” Gomez said. “last year 
nina was our number 10 runner, and 
this year she’s our number three runner. 
It’s just a testament to how hard they 
work to get better.”  
as for the remainder of the season, 
coach Gomez believes, particularly for 
the ladies, that the ncac champion-
ship is not out of reach. “The great thing 
about cross country is that the results are 
based on one race,” he said. “It doesn’t 
matter what you do in the previous 
meets as long as you perform at con-
ference. The ladies will have Morgan 
O’connor ’12 and Sarah cook ’11 back 
before conference, so they should be 
among the top teams. If those two were 
here this weekend the team probably 
would have finished in the top ten. as 
for the ncac, we are probably in the 
top five teams, but the ladies are always 
trying to improve on their standings 
and feel that they should finish in the 
top three. as for the men as a team, we 
are probably in the top seven. If we run a 
good race then we should surprise some 
people.” With the conference meets just 
two weeks away, coach Gomez said he 
feels confident that the teams will com-
pete but sees national championship bids 
as unattainable for individuals.  
however, the top six runners on 
squads that do not qualify for nation-
als get individual bids, and Gomez 
said he believes that runners on both 
teams can perform well. “Pat [Meyers], 
Matt [davis], lauren [Metzger] and 
Morgan [O’connor] all have proven 
they have the ability to finish among 
the top runners; they just have to run 
good races and put themselves in good 
positions,” Gomez said.  The lords and 
ladies can only wait until the confer-
ence championships on Oct. 31 to 
spook the competition and claim their 
rightful place among the elite programs 
in the ncac.    
By naTe Oldach
Staff Writer
lords and ladies Split Games on the Pitch
Bryn stole bends down in the scrum. aaron ZaremsKy
The Kenyon lords and la-
dies rugby teams pride themselves 
on physical play, and displayed it 
this past weekend as the Black 
Rose Rugby club, hailing from 
Ohio northern University, trav-
eled to Gambier for a Saturday 
afternoon showdown. With a 
strong show of support, includ-
ing many parents visiting for 
Family Weekend, Kenyon and 
Ohio northern did not disap-
point. 
In the f irst  match of  the 
afternoon on the cold and wet 
day, the ladies rugby team dis-
mantled Ohio northern, cruis-
ing to a 45–5 victory. The Black 
Rose club was short-handed, and 
the ladies dominated play, led by 
speedster Valerie ernst ’12. 
The men’s game was another 
chapter in the building rivalry 
between the men’s rugby teams 
from Kenyon and Ohio north-
ern. The pattern of close matches 
between the two sides appeared 
to be disrupted, as Ohio north-
ern jumped out to an early lead 
and finished the first half up 
17–5, having scored three tries 
and one conversion to Kenyon’s 
lone try by caleb Balaban ’13. 
The lords battled back in the 
second half, but their rally fell 
short, as Ohio northern took 
the match by a score of 22–17. 
Zach Webb ’10 scored a try for 
the lords in the second half as 
Jeremy abrams ’11 scored the 
conversion. Balaban also added 
another try in the closing sec-
onds of the game. 
In the final period, the lords 
stepped up the intensity, and 
although Ohio northern earned 
the victory, “by the end of the 
game, they were hurting a lot 
more than we were,” Webb said. 
“ We p laye d rea l ly  wel l  e ven 
though we went down early. It 
isn’t as much about winning as 
it is about not quitting.” 
Inconsistency from the ref-
ere e  made it  toug her  on the 
lords in the second half, as Bryn 
Stole ’11 was given a yellow card 
that surprised even a few on the 
Ohio northern side. The lords 
were forced to play a man down 
for ten minutes due to the pen-
alty. On the positive side, how-
ever, no players were sent to the 
emergency room due to injuries 
sustained during the match. 
The l ords  wi l l  travel  to 
ashland University this weekend 
with a trip to the playoffs on the 
line. Kenyon and ashland have 
both defeated conference op-
ponents from denison Univer-
sity, Oberlin college and John 
carroll University, so expect a 
hard-fought clash between two 
high-quality teams.
By JaMeS aSIMeS
Sports Columnist
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Football
Saturday, Oct. 24, at 1:00 PM
Kenyon hosts Allegheny College
 
Women’s Swimming
Saturday, Oct. 24, at 12:00 PM
Kenyon hosts NCAC Relays
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Kenyon Topples Second-Ranked Amherst
By MARK MOThERAl
Sports Editor
The seventh-ranked Kenyon 
men’s tennis team hosted second-
ranked Amherst College, the 2008-
2009 national runner-up in Division 
III, on Monday, Oct. 12. last year, 
the Amherst lord Jeffs triumphed 
over the Kenyon lords in dramatic 
fashion, triumphing 5-4 in a battle that 
took nearly six hours to complete. This 
year’s meeting between the two tennis 
titans matched the quality and drama 
of the last clash, but had a different 
result. In a five-hour epic, Kenyon 
fought back from a 3-4 hole to over-
come Amherst and avenge last season’s 
devastating loss, winning 5-4. 
With quick victories at second 
and third doubles, the lords gave 
themselves a crucial early lead. The 
pair of Tomas Piskacek ’10 and Jeremy 
Polster ’11 was the first off-court, 
winning six straight games to beat 
Julian Camacho and Priit Gross 8-2 at 
second doubles. Shortly after, Charles 
Brody ’10 and Kevin ye ’13 finished 
off Wes Waterman and Dan Kim 8-4 
at third doubles, despite giving up 
three consecutive games after leading 
7-1. Kenyon’s first doubles team, Mike 
Greenberg ’10 and Will VandenBerg 
’10 (the “Bergs”) came tantalizingly 
close to giving the lords a 3-0 lead. 
After racing to a 4-1 lead against Mark 
Kahan and Andrew Jung, the “’Bergs” 
conceded three straight games. The 
teams traded holds of serve, then Ka-
han and Jung broke Greenberg’s serve 
and consolidated the break to hold a 
7-5 advantage. Thanks to a brilliant 
serving game from VandenBerg, the 
Kenyon duo forced the Amherst team 
to serve for the match. At that point, 
the ’Bergs benefited from multiple 
double faults by the tense Amherst 
squad and broke back at love to make 
the score 7-7.  Each side held serve 
once more, and a tiebreak was neces-
sary to determine a victor. Although 
the ’Bergs had match points at 6-5 and 
7-6 in the tiebreaker and fought off a 
match point for Amherst at 7-8, they 
eventually lost 8-10, giving Amherst 
its first point. Although putting Am-
herst in a 3-0 hole would have all but 
clinched the match for Kenyon, head 
Coach Scott Thielke said he was satis-
fied with his team’s effort in doubles. 
“Being up 2-1 against Amherst was 
very important,” Thielke said in an e-
mail. “Being able to win against teams 
in the top five you must be ahead after 
doubles.  If you aren’t up after doubles 
your odds of winning against good 
teams is about 20 percent. If Mike 
[Greenberg] and Will [VandenBerg] 
win at first doubles, it would have 
been impossible for Amherst to come 
back and win.  The overall statistic 
for a team to win after being swept in 
doubles is less than five percent.”
In singles play, Amherst proved 
to be a stubborn adversary and pushed 
the lords to the brink of defeat. 
The match score evened out at 2-2 
when Kenyon’s first singles player, 
Greenberg, retired due to an injury. 
Following Greenberg’s exit, the lord 
Jeffs took their first lead when Gross 
beat VandenBerg 6-2, 6-2. Down 3-2, 
Kenyon received a critical boost from 
Piskacek, who downed Jung 6-3, 6-2 
at second singles. Thielke stressed the 
importance of Piskacek’s win, saying, 
“Without Tomas winning handily at 
second singles, 
we wouldn’t have 
been in a situa-
tion to win.” 
Though Pis-
kacek’s triumph 
boosted Kenyon’s 
chances of beating Amherst, the lords 
still needed to win two of the three 
remaining matches: third singles, 
fifth singles and sixth singles. At third 
singles, Polster forced a third set versus 
Waterman after losing the first, but 
ultimately could not prevail over his 
opponent, losing 6-3, 3-6, 6-3. With 
their backs against the wall, the lords 
would need wins from both Brody at 
fifth singles and Paul Burgin ’13 at 
sixth singles if they wanted to avoid 
losing to the lord Jeffs for the second 
straight season. Brody and Burgin did 
not let their teammates down. 
Brody’s match against Camacho 
started poorly, as Brody suffered an 
early break that led to 1-4 deficit. 
Brody stringed together five straight 
games, however, to claim the first 
set 6-4. In spite of this, Camacho re-
mained composed and quelled Brody’s 
momentum by winning the last three 
games of the second set. When asked 
to explain the peaks and valleys that 
he went through in the first two sets 
of his match, Brody said: “Tennis is 
definitely a game of momentum.  I 
was only down one break in the first 
set and had numerous break point 
chances that I didn’t convert.  I kept 
telling myself to stay in it because I 
knew I would get some chances to 
pull it back.  I had all the momentum 
going into the second set, and my one 
big fault in the match was not utilizing 
that enough.”
While Brody and Camacho were 
engaged in their seesaw affair, Burgin 
was playing Kim on the opposite end 
of the Jasper Tennis Center. Burgin 
dominated early on, winning five out 
of the first six games, but Kim surged 
to win three games in a row before 
Burgin closed out the set with his 
serve. “During the three-game stretch 
from 5-1 to 5-4 in the first set I think 
I relaxed a little bit,” Burgin said. “I 
knew I had a lead and that lulled me 
into a false sense of security. When my 
intensity dropped, my play dropped 
as well, and to [Kim’s] credit he took 
advantage of it and played three really 
good games. luckily on the change-
over at 5-4, with Coach Thielke’s 
help, I was able to refocus, make some 
adjustments and serve out the set.”
Because Burgin appeared to have 
his match under control, fans focused 
on the pivotal third set between Ca-
macho and Brody. In this decisive set, 
it did not take Brody long to realize 
that nerves were overwhelming Cama-
cho. “As the match got tighter, I could 
tell his backhand was breaking down,” 
Brody said. “At that point it’s all about 
putting as much pressure as possible to 
that side, while still trying to play your 
game.” While Camacho had trouble 
staying composed, Brody did not let 
the gravity of the occasion affect his 
play. After garner-
ing an early break 
of serve, Brody 
never let Cama-
cho back into the 
match, and ulti-
mately won 6-4, 
3-6, 6-3. Brody later said that his 
experience in high-pressure matches 
played a key role in his clutch win. 
“As [Kenyon Assistant] Coach John 
Cox would say, ‘This ain’t our first 
rodeo,’” Brody said.  “I felt that I had an 
advantage over my opponent because 
I’ve had a lot more big-match experi-
ence than he has.  Coach kept telling 
me to play my game and I decided to 
do what Josh Stiles would have done: 
swing free.  All I could ask myself was 
to leave it all on the court and win or 
lose; I could not get angry at myself. 
lords’ tennis ain’t no holiday camp, 
and we were all warriors.”
Only moments after Brody 
evened the match at 4-4, Burgin 
clinched the win for Kenyon by beat-
ing Kim 6-4, 6-3. Burgin claimed that 
the heaviness of the moment actu-
ally helped his performance. “Before 
I went on the court I knew I had to 
win my singles match,” Burgin said. “I 
obviously felt a little bit of pressure, 
but nothing that was overwhelming. 
I knew that I just had to focus on my 
match, and not worry about what 
was going on in the matches around 
me. I came into the match with a lot 
of intensity and was helped by the 
support of the crowd. Since I knew 
I had to win, I think that improved 
my play because I did not want to 
lose the match for my teammates and 
coaches.” 
Burgin ranked his win over Kim 
among his greatest triumphs on the 
tennis court. “To go out and clinch the 
match for my team was an incredible 
feeling, and it probably ranks as one of 
my most important wins because, un-
like in junior tennis, I had a team rely-
ing on me,” Burgin said. “Junior tennis 
was mainly individual, but matches 
take on a whole different meaning 
when you are playing for a team.”
After the match, Thielke called 
his team’s victory “one of the top five 
wins in program history … maybe top 
three.” This is only the first positive 
step toward a championship run later 
on, however. “It puts us in a great po-
sition heading into [the ITA Indoor 
Championships], where if we take care 
of business we should reach number 
one or number two in the country 
— one step closer to that team title,” 
Brody said.
“Lords’ tennis ain’t 
no holiday camp.”
   -Charles Brody
Field hockey Triumphs on Senior Day
Family Weekend offers an oppor-
tunity to share the college experience 
with those you love most. This past 
Family Weekend was no exception, 
when, at home, the ladies field hockey 
team took on Centre College and won 
9-2. Adding to the emotion of playing 
before relatives and friends, this game 
had an undertone of sadness, as it was 
Senior Day and the last game that holly 
Bacon ’10, Maggie Gilligan ’10 and 
hannah McConnell ’10 would play on 
Kenyon’s home field. The ladies hoped 
to erase the gut-wrenching, 3-2 loss they 
experienced at the hands of conference-
leading Wittenberg University just 
three days prior, looking to send the 
seniors off on a high note.  
The game began with high inten-
sity as both teams fought for possession. 
like a title fight, the two teams circled 
each other, waiting for the opening to 
pounce. Centre’s attack was relentless 
as the team launched ten shots in the 
first half of play but came away with 
nothing. Each team crisscrossed the 
field looking for an opening, but each 
time returned with nothing. At the end 
of the first half of play, the teams were 
evenly matched as the score remained 
0-0.  
Coming out of the half, the ladies 
looked to maintain their defense and 
increase their offense. Centre College 
dominated time of possession in the 
second half, raking shot after shot on 
goal, but goaltender Jenna Klein ’13 was 
up to the task, saving six shots and giv-
ing the ladies the opportunity to win 
the game. It looked, however, as though 
Centre would score the go-ahead goal 
when Klein was caught out of position 
and a Centre attacker was winding up 
to shoot. There was an audible groan 
from the onlookers followed by a shriek 
of delight, as defender Rebecca Spradlin 
’13 came out of nowhere to make an 
unbelievable diving stop, keeping the 
game and the shutout intact. The period 
came to an end scoreless.
“Rebecca [Spradlin] had a great 
stop. If she wasn’t there then they prob-
ably would have scored and the game 
would have been over,” said Co-Captain 
Gilligan. The ladies would need extra 
frames to finish this one.  Early into 
overtime the ladies controlled posses-
sion, manufacturing a scoring that was 
thwarted by the Centre goaltender. 
Then, in the 78th minute of this mara-
thon match, forward Sarah McNee ’13 
darted down the field and back-handed 
a shot past the Centre goalkeeper. The 
roar of excitement from the crowd 
echoed throughout the field. It was 
the perfect storybook ending to com-
memorate this Senior Day. 
“I feel like it’s the best game we’ve 
played all season,” Gilligan said. “It was 
a great game against a good opponent. 
Everyone played well and we came out 
with a win. Jenna [Klein] kept us in it 
the whole game and earned her first 
shutout of the season. It’s a great win 
for us, as we all have come so far and 
really come together as a team. To be 
perfectly honest, I think that this is the 
closest-knit team that I’ve ever been a 
part of.” Though this was the last home 
game for the three seniors, there is still 
work to be done, as the ladies still have 
three Conference games that will shape 
the outcome of who wears this year’s 
NCAC crown.  
Cary Watts fights to get the ball. Tove PouSeTTe
By NATE OlDACh
Staff Writer
